
CONSULTATION PROCEDURE REQUIRING A SINGLE READING

European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Council regulation laying down technical measures for the conservation of certain stocks of highly migratory species

1.
Rapporteur: Rosa Miguélez Ramos
2.
EP No: A6-0476/2006

3.
Date of adoption: 14 February 2007

4.
Subject: Technical measures for the conservation of stocks of highly migratory species

5.
Inter-institutional reference: 2006/0030(CNS)

6.
Legal basis: Article 37 of the EC Treaty

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Fisheries (PECH)

8.
Commission’s position: The Commission cannot accept any of the adopted amendments.

Amendment 1: Rejected

At its last Annual meeting, held in Dubrovnik on 17-26 November 2006, ICCAT adopted a Multi-annual Recovery Plan for Bluefin Tuna.

This Plan will be transposed in Community law. Therefore, the Commission considers that such amendment is not necessary.

Amendment 2: Rejected

The Multi-annual Recovery Plan addresses the main concerns expressed by the ICCAT Scientific Committee notably by implementing a gradual reduction of the TAC and the strengthening of control measures. Therefore, the Commission considers that such amendment is not necessary.

Amendment 3: Rejected

The Multi-annual Recovery Plan was adopted by consensus and covers all the steps from the catch to the market. The Recovery Plan was also adopted by the GFCM (General Fishery Commission for the Mediterranean) extending its application to other Mediterranean non ICCAT Contracting Parties. Therefore, the Commission considers that such amendment is not necessary.

Amendments 4 and 5: Rejected

The Multi-annual Recovery Plan foresees increased reporting requirements and strict monitoring measures, such as real time reporting, for the fishing and the farming activities. Therefore, the Commission considers that such amendment is not necessary.

Amendment 6: Rejected

The aim of the proposal is to transpose in Community law the technical measures adopted by RFMOs. There are currently underway in the Community several studies and pilot projects conducted at Member State level (involving the industry and research institutes) to investigate and develop more selective fishing gears. Therefore, the Commission considers this amendment is not suitable.
Amendment 7: Rejected

Inspection and control are covered by a different Regulation. The fight against IUU fishing (Illegal, Unregulated and Unreported) is a priority for the Commission which has included in its work programme for 2007 a package including a Communication from the Commission on a proposal for a Council Regulation on stepping up the fight against IUU fishing. Therefore, the Commission considers this amendment is not suitable.
9.
Outlook for the amendments of the proposal: Not applicable. The proposal will be adopted by the Council as an A point, without any further debate.

10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: This proposal will be formally adopted in April/May 2007.
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