European Parliament Resolution on the implementation of the EU action plan against illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing 

1.
Rapporteur: Marie-Hélène Aubert (Verts/ALE/FR)
2.
EP reference number: A6-0015/2007 / P6-TA-PROV(2007)0044
3.
Date of adoption of the Resolution: 15 February 2007

4.
Subject: Assess how the Community action plan for the eradication of illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing adopted in 2002 has been implemented, and propose new action by the Community in that area where required
5.
Background of the Resolution:

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) fishing has been identified by the international community as a major threat worldwide to sustainable management of fisheries.

The Community adopted in 2002 an Action plan for a Community policy against IUU fishing.

The starting point of the report is to check how the 2002 Action Plan has been implemented, and to what extent new action should be taken in that area five years after its adoption.
6.
Brief analysis/assessment of the Resolution and requests made in it:
The main measures promoted in the Resolution are the following:

· better implementation of existing legislation in respect to Community waters and vessels, which is a responsibility for Member States;

· introduction of a Community system of minimum sanctions corresponding to serious offences to fisheries laws;

· better monitoring and sanctions of Community nationals engaged in or supporting IUU activities in relation with third country vessels flying flags of convenience;

· intensification of the current action and creation of new obligations for the Community, pertaining to the control of the traceability and legality of all fisheries products from third countries which reach the Community territory, in order to prevent IUU fisheries products to be laundered in the Community market;

· intensification of the efforts made within Regional Fisheries Management Organisations (RFMOs) to combat IUU fishing, as the regional level is a very relevant level for action in that regard (this includes notably the reinforcement and wider use of black lists of vessels identified as IUU vessels; the development of inspection and control schemes; the development of cooperation between RFMOs);

· support of the policy of developing countries in setting up adequate capacity to control fishing activities in their waters;

· identification of means to effectively prevent that fishing vessels are able to fly the flag of third States which do not exert a proper jurisdiction over their fishing fleet and take advantage of the situation to carry out activities harming international effort for conservation of fisheries resources;

· reinforcement of cooperation between control authorities, as well as of the current mechanisms for exchange of information on fishing vessels and products at Community and international levels, with a view to ensuring better enforcement of the rules;

· call for better synergies between sanitary, trade, and rules of origin policies, in order to avoid that efforts for better management of fisheries resources are undermined by other policies relating to the entry of fisheries products into the market;

· make sure that illegal fishing operators do not benefit from public aid;

· taking into consideration the social dimension of the problem, linked to the absence or very low level of social standards in vessels flying certain flags;

· involve all interested parties and the civil society in the fight against IUU fishing.

7.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

The Commission has no substantial point of disagreement with the Resolution which is very supportive of the Commission’s intentions.

The European Community has a specific responsibility in the fight against IUU fishing, due to its position as one of the major fishing powers in the world; the Community will continue to lead efforts at international level to ensure that strong action is taken against IUU fishing.
The Commission will promote and intensify the cooperation between its services on this issue, as well as between Member States and with our international partners.

The fight against illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing is included in the Commission's Legislative and Work Programme for 2007. The Commission intends to propose a new strategy for the Community on this issue.  Proposals to this end will be submitted to the Council and to the European Parliament during the second semester 2007.

The Resolution by the European Parliament provides a useful and timely contribution for the preparation of this future initiative.
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