European Parliament Resolution on the draft Commission decisions establishing Country Strategy Papers and Indicative Programmes for Malaysia, Brazil and Pakistan

1.

Resolution tabled pursuant to Rule 81 of Parliament's Rules of Procedure by the Committee on Development

2.

EP reference number: B6-0067/2007 / P6_TA-PROV(2007)0045
3.

Date of adoption of the Resolution: 15 February 2007

4.
Subject: Draft Commission decisions establishing Country Strategy Papers and Indicative Programmes for Malaysia, Brazil and Pakistan

5.

Analysis of the text and of Parliament’s requests, reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

Commissioners Ferrero-Waldner and Michel have addressed a letter to the Chairman of Parliament's committee on development, Mr Borrell, (ref. D(2007)567 of 26 March 2007) with an in-depth answer to the Resolution and to the letter of Mr Borrell of 5 March 2007 (ref. 303748) which was a complement to the Resolution and included a consolidated opinion of the committee on development on a number of draft country and regional strategy papers under the Development Cooperation Instrument (DCI).
On Official Development Assistance (ODA) eligibility (compliance with article 2(4) of DCI): for two countries, Brazil and Malaysia, the letter clearly states that following Parliament’s comments, the Commission intends to prepare annual action plans in full compliance of the proposed cooperation activities with the OECD/DAC criteria. For the third country, Pakistan, it defends the Commission's position, and argues that the anti-money laundering project is fully in compliance with the DCI regulation and the DAC guidelines.

On poverty alleviation and Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) (compliance with article 2(1) of DCI): the letter defends the Commission’s position which considers the MDGs as one aspect of the primary objective of poverty eradication, while the promotion of other areas of action related to economic growth are also important components for poverty eradication through development, especially in middle income countries. The letter reassures Parliament that 20% of assistance under DCI country programs will be allocated to basic and secondary education and basic health by 2009.

Finally, the letter states that due account will be taken of Parliament's comments when implementing the strategies as foreseen in declaration n° 5 attached to the Interinstitutional Agreement on Sound financial management, which means in practical terms in the preparation and implementation of the annual action plans. When Parliament receives these proposals through the comitology register it will be informed on how its comments and observations have been taken into account, thereby completing the democratic scrutiny procedure.
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