European Parliament Resolution on the situation in Darfur

1.
Political Groups which tabled the Resolution pursuant to Rule 103(4) of Parliament's Rules of Procedure: PPE-DE, PSE, ALDE, UEN and Verts/ALE

2.
EP reference number: B6-0068/2007 / P6_TA-PROV(2007)0052
3.
Date of adoption of the Resolution: 15 February 2007
4.
Subject: Situation in Darfur
5.
Brief analysis/assessment of the Resolution and requests made in it:

At its plenary meeting on 15 February 2007, the European Parliament adopted a Resolution urging immediate action on the situation in Darfur.

Condemning the recent deterioration of the situation in Darfur and the continued role of the Government of Sudan in arming the Janjaweed militias and bombing villages, the Resolution called on the UN to act in line with its "Responsibility to Protect" and set a date for the deployment of a peacekeeping AU/UN hybrid force in Darfur, "even in the absence of consent or agreement from the Sudanese Government", in order to secure humanitarian aid corridors to the increasingly isolated population in the region.

The Resolution further urged the EU and the international community to:

i. assume their responsibilities and make every possible effort to provide effective protection for the people of Darfur from a humanitarian disaster;

ii. supply equipment for the enforcement of a no-fly zone over Darfur;

iii. apply sanctions, including oil embargo, that target any side, including the Sudanese Government, that violates the ceasefire or attacks civilians, peacekeepers or humanitarian operations and to take all necessary action to help end impunity by enforcing and implementing the UN Security Council sanction regime through targeted economic sanctions, including travel bans and asset freezes, as the EU has done in the past with other countries;

iv. reconvene peace talks to improve the content of the Darfur Peace Agreement and make it acceptable to all parties.

6.
Response to these requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

Following the Resolution of European Parliament, Commissioner Michel sent a letter to Mr Josep Borrell, Chairman of the Committee on Development Cooperation, on 27th February (attached). This letter addresses the main issues raised by the Parliament in its Resolution and describes the initiatives taken by the Commission - at the European and the international level - to tackle the Darfur crisis from the political, security and humanitarian point of view. It also dwells on sanctions, stressing that additional measures will have to be envisaged against those parties which continue to obstruct the peace process and the AU/UN peace keeping plan. But the letter also makes it clear that a negotiated way out of the crisis in Darfur is the most desirable alternative and the option most likely to yield success.

On several occasions and in various fora, the Commission has continued to stress the need for a political solution in Darfur based on the existing Darfur Peace Agreement (DPA) and insisted that there is no military solution to the crisis. In this context, the EC has strongly backed the African Union's and UN efforts in the search for a political settlement for Darfur.

The Commission is also active in the political démarches intended to obtain, on one side the Khartoum government’s agreement to a joint AU-UN force capable of providing effective protection of civilians and, on the other, a broader international support for AMIS. The Commission has been providing continuous support to the African Union, in political and financial terms, and is committed to further financially support AMIS together with EU Member States.
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Mr President,

As I had to be in New York for the Liberia Donors Forum and was unable to take part in the emergency parliamentary debate on Darfur on 14 February, and in view of my interest in this matter, I would like to give you and your parliamentary colleagues who follow this subject with particular attention my assessment of the situation and a brief reply to the questions put by Parliament to the Commission   

The European Commission entirely shares your analysis and your concerns regarding the gravity of the humanitarian situation in Darfur. The incessant armed raids, continual violations of cease-fire agreements and splintering of the armed groups are undermining the work of the humanitarian organisations and taking an even greater toll on the civilian population, which has already paid a heavy price in this seemingly endless conflict.  In the last six months, over 205 000 people have been displaced because of fighting and thirty NGO and UN bases have been directly targeted by armed groups. The level of insecurity in Darfur is now such that it is virtually impossible to reach the population and the massacres continue.

In the face of this humanitarian disaster I can but support the appeal from the European Parliament for everything possible to be done to ensure the effective protection of the people of Darfur.

I agree that Europe can no longer content itself with repeating the calls it has already made in the past. We have a responsibility to find an appropriate solution to end the suffering of millions of victims and our credibility depends on it. It is therefore crucial to continue our efforts at various levels.

The Commission is already heavily committed on this front. It is still a leading provider of financial aid to the humanitarian organisations (UN, Red Cross, NGOs) with the aim of protecting millions of people and helping them to survive. The Commission provided almost €100 million in humanitarian aid to Darfur in 2006 alone, and has mobilised a total of €435 million since the crisis began.

Mr Borrell

Chairman of the Commission on Development

Rue Wiertz
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On security, I would point out that the Commission has hitherto been the main sponsor of the African Union peacekeeping mission in Sudan (AMIS), having mobilised €242 million between 2004 and 2006, and in anticipation of the setting up of a joint AU/UN task force has undertaken to continue its financial support for AMIS in cooperation with the Member States.

Initiatives have also been taken with a view to engage all those responsible, on the side of the rebels or the Sudanese Government, in the search for a viable solution to the conflict in Darfur.  These initiatives form part of the broader framework of decisions adopted by the European Union on Darfur, notably on humanitarian aid, participation in discussions on the N'djamena ceasefire agreement, support for the UN High Representative, and the contribution to the African Union Mission in Sudan.  We have transposed at European level the measures adopted by the UN Security Council on Sudan for an embargo on the export of arms, munitions and military equipment, and freezing the funds and economic resources of persons designated by the UN as posing a threat to the stability of Darfur. At political level, the Commission is conducting an intense political dialogue in Sudan and with the other international partners in order to encourage tangible progress in the political process and the rapid introduction of a UN plan to support the African Union, including the deployment of the joint UN/AU task force.

As regards sanctions, I am convinced that a negotiated settlement to bring an end to the crisis in Darfur remains the best solution and the one most likely to succeed in the long term.  Of course, we must also be realistic. As stated by the Council of the European Union on 22 January (and repeated by the Council of Foreign Affairs Ministers on 12 February in Brussels), the EU is willing to consider new measures, notably within the UN framework, against parties opposed to the UN/AU peace-keeping plan. However, to be credible and effective this option must be accepted and endorsed by the whole of the international community (including Russia and China) which is not the case at present.

The international community is more concerned at the moment with finding a political settlement. The Commission is therefore insisting on the need for the international community to speak with one voice and to take strong and concerted measures against the rebels and the Khartoum regime alike in order to relaunch the peace process which led to the Darfur Peace Agreement, with the aim of respecting the unity and sovereignty of the country.

I remain convinced that there is no place for a military solution in Darfur and that any attempt to impose one would only unleash a major humanitarian crisis.

Yours faithfully, 

LOUIS MICHEL

[signature]
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