
CONSULTATION PROCEDURE REQUIRING A SINGLE READING

European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Council regulation on organic production and labeling of organic products
1.
Rapporteur: Marie-Hélène Aubert
2.
EP No: A6-0061/2007

3.
Date of adoption: 22 May 2007

4.
Subject: organic production and labelling of organic products

5.
Inter-institutional reference: 2005/0278(CNS)

6.
Legal basis: Article 37 of the EC Treaty

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development (AGRI)

8.
Commission’s position: The Commission can accept certain amendments fully or partially.

Seventy amendments are acceptable to the Commission, not in all cases with the exact wording as proposed by Parliament (2, 11, 15, 20, 21, 24, 32, 33, 35, 40, 42, 44, 49, 50, 51, 54, 55, 56, 57, 60, 61, 62, 66, 69, 70, 71, 72, 75, 76, 77, 79, 81, 83, 85, 87, 90, 95, 96, 99, 100, 101, 102, 105, 111, 112, 115, 117, 118, 119, 120, 121, 124, 125, 126, 128, 132, 133, 134, 135, 136, 137, 140, 141, 152, 160, 180, 184, 189, 190, 196).

Reject

Amendment 1

The Legal Services of the three institutions have confirmed that the proposed legal base is appropriate.

Amendments 6, 19, 144, 145 and 148

The consultation procedures to apply are set out by law.

Amendments 153 and 179

The Commission does no consider it to be appropriate to further widen the scope at this stage.

Various amendments with a view to improving the wording (3, 4, 5, 9a, 10, 12, 17, 32, 18, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 34, 36, 37, 38, 39, 41, 48, 52, 53, 67, 68, 78, 80, 84, 91, 92, 93, 94, 103, 108, 109, 114, 116, 122, 123, 127, 130, 131, 138, 147, 149, 150, 151, 156, 157, 158, 159, 161, 162, 163, 186, 195).

In the Commission's view, these amendments tend to create overlapping and confusion, are redundant or are to be considered for implementing rules.

Another group of amendments (7, 8, 45, 65, 89, 129, 146, 172) impose certain non-organic production related obligations on organic operators. These amendments concern in the Commission's view obligations of general nature, not specific for organic operators, and should therefore not be covered by this sectorial legislation.

Amendments (25, 43, 46, 47, 58, 59, 63, 64, 82, 86, 110, 139, 142, 170, 171, 182, 185, 187)

The Commission is of the opinion that these amendments put unnecessary burden or restrictions on organic operators.

Amendments (14, 106, 107)

More restrictive national rules may lead to unequal treatment of operators and actions leading to guiding consumers towards national products. Finally, these amendments contradict the aim of bringing about harmonisation.

9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: The amendments that were acceptable to the Commission have already been taken up by Council, with the exception of amendment 76. Furthermore, the Council partly accepted amendment 92 that was not accepted by the Commission.

10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: The Presidency aims to adopt the proposal in the Council of 11/12 June 2007.
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