European Parliament resolution on the future of the European Union's own resources
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4.
Subject: Future of the European Union's own resources
5.
Brief analysis/assessment of the Resolution and requests made in it:

The Commission welcomes the Parliament's Resolution on the future of the European Union's own resources as an important contribution to the debate on future EU financing.
It takes note that, as stated in the resolution, the Parliament intends to discuss and adopt its final position on a new system of own resources for the European Union only at a later stage, "in time for it to be taken into account in the deliberations concerning the comprehensive review of EU revenue and expenditure as agreed in the Inter-institutional Agreement of 17 May 2006".
Similarly, it takes note of the fact that this resolution will contribute to further discussions between the European Parliament and national parliaments aimed at establishing, possibly during the Portuguese presidency, a common basis for discussion with regard to the coming review of EU revenue, and at arriving at a position on the future of the Union's own resources which can be supported by a majority of the Member States' parliaments.
6.
Response to these requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

With due regard to the above, as well as to the Inter-institutional Agreement (IIA) of 17 May 2006, the Commission considers that this resolution does not call for a direct and immediate response by the Commission.

At this stage, it wishes to reaffirm its intention to follow on the IIA of 17 May 2006. In particular, it undertakes, as part of the process of consultation and reflection leading up to the establishment of the review, to draw on the in-depth exchange of views it will conduct with European Parliament when analysing the situation. The Commission will consider the outcome of any inter-parliamentary conference, which it encourages, as a contribution in the framework of that consultation process.
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