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5.
Background to the Resolution:

The report follows up Parliament's Resolution of 13 October 2005 on the urban dimension in the context of enlargement (Beaupuy report) and the European Charter on Housing adopted by the Urban-Housing intergroup on 26 April 2006 (Hutchinson report).

6.
Brief analysis of the Resolution and Parliament's requests:

The Resolution highlights the important role of housing in the sustainable development of Europe's towns, cities and rural areas. Parliament notes that the lack of decent housing at affordable prices directly affects the lives of citizens, restricting their options for social integration and mobility in both urban and rural areas. Many European Union cities are experiencing great problems with housing, such as overabundant or insufficient supply, depending on the region or country, homelessness, soaring costs of purchase and maintenance, and buildings in a bad state of repair. Parliament identifies a number of specific problems, such as poor quality and maintenance of housing, which is at the root of many economic, environmental and social problems.

While acknowledging that the Treaty does not confer any powers on the EU regarding housing, Parliament notes that many Community policies have an impact on housing (environment, energy, transport, etc.) and points out that expenditure on housing is partly eligible under the 2007-2013 Regulation. It wants the EU to adopt a European Declaration on housing.

Parliament considers that the right to adequate and good-quality housing at reasonable prices is an important fundamental right and wants Member States to adopt the necessary legislative measures to enforce this right. It calls for the identification, at European level, of a series of quality indicators defining the concept of "adequate housing".

Lastly, it asks the Commission to include housing in the debate on cities and the sustainable development of the regions, and in the work programme of the inter-services working group on urban development.

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

	Text of EP Resolution
	Commission's comments

	9. Calls on the Commission to include housing in the debate on cities and the sustainable development of the regions, and in the work programme of the inter‑services task force set up to coordinate policies affecting the urban dimension.
	The Commission will address the issue of housing in the urban development inter‑services group, which includes representatives of fourteen Directorates-General, including those responsible for the areas in which Parliament makes recommendations, in particular health, culture, employment, social inclusion, transport, energy, research and justice. The group is chaired by the Regional Policy DG.

	16. Encourages the Commission to undertake a study into, and the Member States to improve data gathering in respect of the cost of and the demand for housing and the property market in general, taking into account the heterogeneity of housing occupation, the changes in traditional family structures and the specific circumstances of young people and the ageing and declining population; furthermore, calls upon the Member States to take into account access to and the rate of utilisation of technical, social, cultural and transport infrastructure when planning and restructuring housing projects and gathering data.
	The Commission will examine what data are available and consult experts in this field in order to assess the feasibility of such a study. It will reply to Parliament as soon as possible.

	23. Encourages greater coordination of financial flows and policies affecting housing, in particular ensuring that the actions supported by the ERDF, the Jessica and Jeremie financial instruments, the Seventh Framework Programme for Research and the other Community, national, regional and local measures concerning housing and urban redevelopment are complementary, and specifically ensuring that residential buildings in historic city districts are modernised and renovated.
	Financial flows are coordinated at national and regional level.

At Community level the Commission has listed all available financing instruments that have an impact on housing in its Guide to the urban dimension in Community policies, published in Spring 2007.

	24. Hopes that, in the context of the revision of the regulations governing cohesion policy planned for 2009, the debate will be reopened on extending access to Community funds for the renovation of social housing to all Member States in order to save energy and protect environment, which is currently provided for only for certain countries, given that housing needs are critical throughout Europe.

Asks the Commission and the EIB to implement the Jessica initiative under the same conditions in all countries, including housing within an integrated development approach.
	The Commission is not planning any review of the legislation governing cohesion policy, which will remain in force until the end of 2013. The case for widening eligibility in the housing field to all Member States will be examined in due course in the discussions on the reform of cohesion policy after 2013.

The Commission implements the Jessica initiative in accordance with the regulations.

	26. Calls on the Commission to ensure, when monitoring intervention by the Structural Funds, that Article 7(2) of Regulation (EC) No 1080/2006 is implemented in full for the funding of housing using European structural funds and that appropriate accommodation is provided for disadvantaged sections of the population.
	The Commission will ensure full compliance with Article 7(2) of Regulation (EC) No 1080/2006, as laid down in the implementing Regulation.

	28. Supports the Commission's campaign for sustainable energy, which is aimed at making European citizens aware of the need to reduce domestic consumption; also encourages the Commission to promote a wide-ranging information campaign, as part of its energy efficiency action plan.
	In cooperation with the various players concerned, the Commission is seeking to step up its activities under the Sustainable Energy Europe campaign in order to implement an action plan on energy efficiency. A follow‑up to the campaign will be proposed as part of the forthcoming call for proposals under the "Intelligent Energy – Europe" programme", which funds a number of promotional activities on the theme of sustainable energy.

	29. Calls on the Commission to facilitate the widespread use in the housing sector of new technologies and more efficient building products that enable less energy to be consumed.
	The Commission is seeking to encourage the marketing of new low-energy construction products on the basis of legislation aimed at curbing the energy consumption of buildings. This approach, underpinned by European standards, also encourages energy-efficient solutions. In addition, the Eco-buildings and Concerto projects promote the launch of construction products that reduce the energy consumption of buildings.

Finally, the "Intelligent Energy - Europe" programme funds over sixty European projects aimed at disseminating the best building technologies and practices for reducing energy consumption.

	30. Calls on the Commission to take practical follow-up action to its pilot project in the social housing sector under the SAVE programme, in order to promote and disseminate the exemplary energy efficiency projects selected.
	SAVE forms part of the "Intelligent Energy - Europe" programme, which is designed to promote energy efficiency and renewable energy throughout Europe. As a result of this programme, around twenty major European projects are under way to improve the energy performance of social housing, involving over thirty social landlords. The Executive Agency for Competitiveness and Innovation has promised to disseminate the first results, which will be available in early 2008, as widely as possible among the various interested parties. The possibility of additional measures in this field being funded under the "Intelligent Energy – Europe" programme has not been ruled out.

	31. Stresses the importance of exchanging best practices in housing policy and encourages the Commission to develop thematic networks for housing along the lines of those established under the URBACT programme; welcomes with interest, therefore, the Commission's initiative "Regions for economic change" (COM(2006)0675) and awaits the submission of the implementing arrangements for this initiative.
	The Commission will pursue the URBACT programme, which, over the period 2007-2013, will include networks of cities and key players working on housing issues.

As part of its "Regions for economic change" Initiative (COM(2006)0675), the Commission has proposed that a network be set up on housing and energy efficiency.

	32. Encourages the Commission to set up a website in all official languages of the Union to serve as a forum for cooperation and the exchange of information and best practices similar to the European Urban Knowledge Network (EUKN);
	On its Inforegio website the Commission provides all the information which it produces itself or helps to finance, in various languages. The site also contains a link to the managing authority's website.

The Commission itself does not run any forum. Exchanges take place in the context of the programmes or initiatives which it finances, such as URBACT, Regions for economic change, etc.

	33. Calls on the Commission to prepare a study showing how powers and responsibilities are divided among national, regional and local levels and setting out the legal framework for housing in all the Member States; believes that such a study would allow considered decisions to be made and possible areas of EU action with regard to housing to be identified, so that Community measures provide real added value compared to national, regional and local measures, bearing in mind the Member States' duty to act in the general interest as regards adequate, good-quality, affordable housing.
	The Commission shares Parliament's concern. It promises to compile information and, if necessary, to launch a study on this subject.

	37. Encourages the EIB Group and the Commission, under Jeremie and in synergy with the Jessica initiative, to establish a strategy for boosting the building sector, chiefly in the new Member States, which would constitute structural aid for developing housing and involve the mobilisation of local and regional resources geared to urban projects.
	The Commission is developing the financial engineering instruments provided for by the Regulations, in particular to promote sustainable urban development. It implements the Jessica initiative (sustainable urban development) and the Jeremie initiative (access to finance, including micro-credit, for SMEs) in accordance with those Regulations. An integrated strategy as proposed by Parliament does not form part of the legal framework of the relevant decisions.
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