European Parliament resolution on combating HIV/AIDS within the European Union and in the neighbouring countries, 2006-2009
1.
Rapporteur: Georgs Andrejevs (ALDE/LV)

2.
EP reference number: A6-0091/2007 / P6-TA-PROV(2007)0137

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 24 April 2007

4.
Subject: Combating HIV/AIDS within the European Union and in the neighbouring countries, 2006-2009 (COM(2005)0654)
5.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution is the Parliament's position on the Commission communication "Combating HIV/AIDS within the European Union and in the neighbouring countries, 2006-2009" (COM(2005)0654). This communication brings together all relevant EU policies and instruments available to tackle HIV/AIDS. A clear structure puts the focus on the involvement of civil society, the importance of surveillance, the contribution of prevention, voluntary counselling, testing, treatment, care and support, research and development and the integration of neighbouring countries and cross-border co-operation to fight HIV/ AIDS in a meaningful and effective manner.

The resolution is drafted with the major recent political commitments and new data on HIV/AIDS in mind, and gives a thorough and objective analysis of the current situation in the EU and beyond. The reliability of the already alarming official numbers of new infections is questioned to show the dimension of the problems. The major obstacles to success in preventing HIV infections such as the decline in funding, rising stigmatisation and discrimination, a lack of awareness of protection measures and sero-status, insufficient harm reduction measures for the most vulnerable groups, lack of epidemiological data from several EU Member States, or lack of targeted education are clearly addressed and highlighted. The resolution calls for more research into microbicide and vaccine developments, and specifies the need for a better access to treatment and ARV medication in many countries. NGOs should be involved and receive financial support to continue their work on the ground but also in the development and implementation of policies. Special attention is given to the situation of women and children and the resolution stresses the need for greater sensitivity towards this issue.

The resolution welcomes the Commission Communication and the extension and application of the Commission's policies and measures to the Eastern European Countries, which are mostly touched by the re-emerging epidemics. The resolution further welcomes the active involvement of civil society in Commission work.

The resolution goes on to list actions and considerations for Member States, NGOs, International Organisations and the Commission. It calls on the Commission to:

· analyse recent epidemiological data on new HIV infections, on multi-drug resistant HIV strains, disseminate the data to the Member States, address most vulnerable groups, identify country particularities, and develop effective prevention messages and information;

· address migrant and immigrant populations specifically; use all instruments to reach vulnerable populations in the neighbourhood; actively consider problems for women affected by HIV/AIDS and promote sexual and reproductive health programmes for women, and take into account problems occurring from mother to child transmission;

· develop evidence based programmes and disseminate best practices and report annually on the implementation of such measures;

· use all synergies inside the administration to streamline efforts in the fight against HIV/AIDS; define clear rules to use structural and social funds for HIV/AIDS related projects/programmes; devote funds through the 7th Research Framework Programme and promote prevention through the Public Health Action Programme, targeting pharmaceutical research, gender specific protection means and others;

· tackle co-infection and secondary infections, such as tuberculosis or hepatitis; facilitate better access to HIV and AIDS medicines;

· ensure and promote in co-operation with Member States and Civil Society education programmes, awareness raising campaigns, tolerance, counselling for responsible and safe sexual behaviour;

· assess the possibility of establishing Public Private Partnerships within the neighbouring countries in order to promote additional ways of combating HIV/AIDS.

6.

Response to the requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
The Commission welcomes the resolution of the European Parliament as a key political contribution to our fight against HIV/AIDS in the EU and the neighbourhood. The basic lines as expressed in the Commission's communication are supported by the European Parliament resolution, and moreover, the action plan attached to the communication is fully endorsed by the requests in the resolution. The Commission services involved in the realisation of this action plan will give full consideration to the recommendations and priorities defined in the resolution.

It is noteworthy that the resolution brings the particular situation regarding HIV/AIDS in the EU into a larger geographical context and addresses the needs not only of public but also of political awareness in order to develop and provide effective means to fight HIV/AIDS. Partnership, co-operation, effective prevention, intense research and a good surveillance define the base line of recommendations of both the resolution, as well as the Commission's policy to combat HIV/AIDS in the EU and in the neighbourhood.

Through co-operation with its main partners, i.e. the HIV/AIDS Think Tank and the Civil Society Forum, the Commission's focus in the near future will lie on the promotion of prevention measures and responsible sexual behaviour, the integration of problems faced by European neighbourhood countries, strengthening the co-operation with the ECDC, and assuring the follow-up and realisation of the German and Portuguese Presidencies' goals regarding HIV/AIDS. These goals imply, i.a., facilitated access to affordable anti- HIV medicines and addressing migration issues. Research needs will be addressed directly through means provided by the 7th Research Framework Programme.

In summary, the Commission welcomes the strong political commitment and support provided through the resolution.
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