
CONSULTATION PROCEDURE REQUIRING A SINGLE READING
European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Council regulation establishing a common organisation of agricultural markets and on specific provisions for certain agricultural products
1.
Rapporteur: Niels Busk
2.
EP No: A6-0171/2007

3.
Date of adoption: 24 May 2007

4.
Subject: common organisation of agricultural markets and on specific provisions for certain agricultural products (single CMO)

5.
Inter-institutional reference: 2006/0269(CNS)

6.
Legal basis: Article 37 of the EC-Treaty

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development (AGRI)

8.
Commission’s position:

Amendments 1 – 10 (recitals)
The recitals will be reviewed in the light of the amendments that will be introduced into the text.

Amendments 11 – 14, 16 and 45 – 48 (inclusion of the sectors fruit and vegetables and wine)
The suggestion of the European Parliament can, in principle, be accepted. However, these sectors should be kept in the Regulation by limiting the actual applicability of that Regulation to the competence of the Management Committee (Article 188).

Amendment 15 (definition of the concepts of intervention and reference price)
The Commission can agree to introduce a definition of the concept "intervention price" along the lines as proposed in the Resolution. However, the Commission does not see a need for a definition of the concept of "reference price" given that Article 7 of the Regulation is self-defining.

Amendment 18 (re-introduction of the possibility to open public intervention in the pigmeat sector)
The Commission believes that this instrument has become redundant due to the fact that it has not been applied for more than 30 years, and that, therefore, its deletion could well be justified in the framework of a simplification exercise. However, the Commission respects the wish of the European Parliament, as indeed of a majority of the Member States, and does not oppose itself to keeping that possibility in the Regulation.

Amendment 19 (keeping rules of carcase classification at Council level)
The Commission can agree to keeping the essential elements of carcase classification in the Council Regulation.

Amendment 20 (adding the apiculture sector to the sectors listed in Article 41(1)(f))

The Commission cannot agree with that proposal because this would constitute an amendment of the legislative status quo.

Amendments 21, 22 and 49 (inclusion of the purchase terms for sugar)
The Commission agrees that these terms are of high importance for the sector concerned. However, given the highly technical character of these terms, the Commission takes the view that these terms should be transferred to the level of a Commission Regulation.

Amendment 23 (Adding the milk and milk products sector to the sectors in which special market measures can be taken)
The Commission cannot agree with that proposal because this would constitute an amendment of the legislative status quo.

Amendment 24 (adding measures to improve stockbreeding in Article 51)
The Commission considers that there is no need to make an explicit mention of that sector-specific measure.

Amendment 25 (making a reference to the application of the starch potato quota Regulation (EC) No 1868/94 in Article 52)
The Commission can accept this proposal.

Amendments 26–35 (amendments concerning the provisions on producer, interbranch organisations and operator organisations)
The Commission can agree to introduce a clarification as regards the recognition, on the basis of national law, of such organisations in other sectors as those listed in Articles 117 and 118 as long as such recognitions are in compliance with the provisions of Community law. The Commission cannot, however, accept the introduction of provisions which would go beyond the legislative status quo.

Amendment 36 (obligatory import licence systems in sectors where this is provided for at the moment)
The Commission considers that a common approach should be chosen for all sectors, i.e. it should be the Commission who decides on the kind of management system for imports. The Commission therefore does not agree to lay down the sectors in which import licence systems are obligatory in the single CMO text. However, the Commission is of course aware of the sensitivity of this question and agrees that the need for import licence requirements has to be assessed in the light of the sensitivity of the markets concerned and that their removal should only be considered where equivalent mechanisms could be used.

Amendment 37 (Amendment to the provisions of the additional import duty)
The Commission cannot agree with this proposal because this would constitute an amendment of the legislative status quo.

Amendments 38 and 39 (adding further paragraphs to Article 187 on controls and penalties)
a)
The Commission considers that the aims expressed in this proposal are general considerations which should not be expressed in a legislative text. Cost-effectiveness considerations have to be carried out for any new measures that are being introduced. However, it should also be pointed out that the protection of the financial interest of the Community must not be lost out of sight.

b)
The kind of judicial review available to individuals is a question which falls within the competence of each national legal order and it is not for EC law to interfere with such systems.

Amendment 40 (Management Committee procedure)
It is the Commission's view that a single Common Market Organisation requires the setting-up of a single Management Committee. Such a committee should be able to operate as flexibly as possible which is why there should not be a binding sub-structure. However, the Commission agrees that the need of, in particular, the scope of the Committee's responsibilities, the specificities of the subjects to be dealt with and the need to involve appropriate expertise should not be lost out of sight.

The Commission does not see a need for a special reporting obligation on the experiences drawn from the operation of that Committee.

As regards the mention of the applicability of Article 7 of the comitology Decision (1999/468/EC), the Commission would like to point out that that Article is directly applicable and that there is, therefore, no need to make particular provision of its applicability.

9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: The Commission will orally defend the amendments it can accept before the Council.

10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: It is the intention of the Presidency of the Council to put this Regulation for the adoption of a political agreement before the Agricultural Council in June 2007 and for a final legislative adoption in October or November 2007.
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