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5.
Background:
On 22 June 2006 the Commission presented a Communication entitled Keep Europe moving - Sustainable mobility for our continent - Mid-term review of the European Commission’s 2001 Transport White Paper (COM(2006)314; SEC(2006)768).

The mid-term review confirms existing policy objectives to offer sustainable mobility for citizens and the economy and is consistent with previous policies. The review takes account of the lessons learnt from existing transport policy and the new factors which have entered the situation since 2001.
The key policy objectives are organised around four main themes: sustainable mobility, safe mobility, innovative mobility and the international dimension.
Mobility is essential for the EU. It is a citizen's right and a source of social and geographical cohesion. It is a decisive factor for competitiveness and contributes to economic growth. Therefore one of the things which the Communication advocates is monitoring the internal transport market for the various modes of transport.
It also proposes establishing safe and secure services for citizens, covering working conditions, passengers' rights, access for passengers with reduced mobility and every aspect of safety and security. It proposes identifying the potential added value of EU intervention in transport in urban areas.
It recommends using new technologies to develop intelligent transport systems.

At international level, the Commission suggests a stronger EU presence in international fora.

A number of actions to achieve its generic objectives, to be completed by 2010, are set out in a Work Book annexed to the Communication.

6.
Analysis of Parliament’s requests and Commission’s response to these requests:

In its resolution Parliament supports the approach taken by the Commission in its mid-term review of the White Paper on transport. In particular, it welcomes the realistic approach of the Communication, its concept of co-modality and its support for intelligent transport systems. It also welcomes the mid-term review's work plan, in particular concerning the Green Paper on urban transport. The Parliament stresses the importance of the integrated strategy for maritime transport and "sea motorways". It gives a favourable opinion on continuing development of the aviation sector, the roadmap for energy efficiency, the Marco Polo programme and the industrial technology programmes (GALILEO, ERMTS, NAIADES, SESAR and RIS).

Parliament makes a number of requests to the Commission:

· Parliament asks the Commission to ensure swifter and better transposition into national law of measures relating to transport adopted at Community level (paragraph 4 of the resolution).


The Commission wishes to emphasise that it applies a rigorous policy of prosecuting infringements and that this policy is now bearing fruit. Delays in the transposition of directives are being reduced and the rate of transposition has risen to 97.2%, although the objective of 98.5% set by the European Council has not yet been reached.

· Parliament calls on the Commission to immediately start work on a well-prepared European transport policy for after 2010, which can meet the new challenges in a sustainable manner (Paragraph 15 of the resolution).

The major debate on transport scenarios for the next 40 years, which had been planned for 2007, will be deferred to 2008-2009 to allow it to take account of new developments affecting the EU's general objectives on climate change and energy efficiency.
· Parliament wishes to be actively involved in international negotiations (paragraph 13 of the resolution).

The Commission would point out that it has responsibility for negotiating international agreements, but in accordance with undertakings made under the framework agreement on relations between the two institutions, it will keep Parliament regularly informed on the progress of negotiations.

· Parliament calls on the Commission to carry out regular monitoring to observe the effectiveness of measures seeking to achieve the objectives set and, where necessary, to take corrective measures (paragraph 14 of the resolution).

The Commission would stress that legislative instruments always include an obligation to report on their implementation, which allows the effectiveness of the measures in force to be verified in relation to their objectives. 

· Parliament calls on the Commission to produce a report before the end of 2007 on Directive 2004/52/EC on the interoperability of electronic road toll systems (paragraph 14 of the resolution).

Directive 2004/52/EC
 requires the Commission to produce a report by the end of 2009. The Commission intends to do so.

· Parliament expects the Commission to propose, in 2008, a generally applicable, transparent and comprehensible model for the assessment of all external costs (paragraph 14 of the resolution).

Many Member States are still considering ways to internalise external costs. In 2008 the Commission will contribute to these discussions with a report on a system of smart charging. An EU methodology for internalising external costs will be ready in 2008.

· Parliament urges the Commission and the Member States to come up with proposals concerning the actions announced in the NAIADES programme (paragraph 14 of the resolution).

The Commission wishes to stress the advantages of inland waterways as a mode of transport which offers substantial potential for reducing transport costs and creating jobs.  There are still many obstacles to developing this form of transport. In the very near future the Commission intends to appoint a European coordinator for inland waterways, and it plans a series of initiatives in 2008 to improve the situation: consolidating the institutional framework of inland waterway transport, harmonising pilots' licences and establishing an Innovation Fund for waterways.

· Parliament emphasises that European transport policy should integrate logistics with port development and integration and with the development of logistics platforms; it recommends multimodal logistics solutions and a European modular system, as well as the creation of infrastructure connections and the use of advanced information technology (paragraph 12 of the resolution).
Logistics is a priority for the Commission as integrated solutions can help to optimise transport. The Commission will present an action plan this year. It could include actions to eliminate administrative, operational and functional obstacles to co-modality and other actions to promote training and the exchange of best practices and foster cross-modal standardisation. The plan will also develop a clear vision of the opportunities offered by information technologies.

On the question of ports, the Commission is currently analysing their situation as part of a broad consultation process open to stakeholders. The objective is to improve the competitiveness and productivity of European ports to prepare them for predicted challenges in terms of bottlenecks and increased trade. Aspects relating to integration with logistics will also be assessed. When this process is completed, instruments that can help the port sector will be defined.

On the issue of the European modular system, it should be noted that despite the advantages of increased efficiency in some very specific cases, this option is still controversial. It remains to be decided whether it is a good solution for international transport. If so, the chances of the necessary adaptations of Directive 95/53/EC
 being accepted will have to be assessed. Commission departments are currently studying these issues.

· Parliament calls on the Commission to make proposals about the possible introduction of new, innovative ways of financing infrastructure (paragraph 6 of the resolution).

The Commission would point out that the new Regulation on granting financial aid for TENs (Trans-European Networks) has doubled the TENs budget for 2007-2013, bringing it up to EUR 8 billion. To guarantee a substantial impact on progress with the network, the Regulation provides for financial interventions of up to 20% for priority projects, with possible co-financing of up to 30% for cross-border sections and bottlenecks.

Continued use must be made of the resources offered by the Community Funds. Some EUR 55 billion should be available for the transport TENs from the various financial instruments of the Structural and Cohesion Funds. Of this, EUR 30 billion - 55% - comes from the Cohesion Fund and should be invested primarily in priority projects.

Work is also under way on developing public-private financial tools and on EIB participation.

· Parliament calls for EU-wide quality and interoperability standards for biofuels (paragraph 14 of the resolution).
The Commission fully supports developing European standards for biofuels. It is in close contact with the European Committee for Standardisation (CEN). Under its 7th Framework Programme for Research, the Commission is encouraging industry to develop standards for second-generation biofuels. Commission departments are in contact with the United States and Brazil on the development of international standards to facilitate international trade.

· Parliament suggests that a Green Paper on tourism be presented (paragraph 14 of the resolution).

The Commission presented in 1995 a Green Paper on ‘The role of the Union in the field of tourism’. The Green Paper referred to the various Community policies affecting tourism and presented a number of options in relation to the inclusion of tourism in the EU Treaty. In 2006 the Commission presented, as also requested by the European Parliament, a Communication on a renewed EU Tourism Policy (COM(2006)134). In this Communication, the Commission outlined its actions aiming to mainstream EU policies and measures affecting tourism and to co-ordinate those in order to make sure that their impact on the sector’s competitiveness is taken into account at an early stage. The Commission will pursue these actions as well as its regular collaboration with all the tourism stakeholders in relation to the EU policies and measures affecting tourism.
A further Communication is planned for 2007 and it will set out an "Agenda for a sustainable and competitive European tourism". It will be based on the TSG report entitled “Action for more Sustainable European Tourism” (February 2007) and on the results of a public consultation (19 April - 14 June 2007) that collected the reactions of all European tourism stakeholders regarding the recommendations contained in the TSG report and possible new initiatives at EU level which could usefully complement Member States’ initiatives.
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