European Parliament resolution on a regulatory framework for measures enabling young women in the European Union to combine family life with a period of study
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3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 19 June 2007

4.
Subject: regulatory framework on measures enabling young women in the European Union to combine family life with a period of studies

5.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

The Commission welcomes the European Parliament's resolution. While questions concerning education and family policies fall within the competence of Member States, the Commission is of the view that it is important to draw attention to the question of reconciliation of private/family life and periods of study.

The Commission welcomes the emphasis in the resolution on the importance of education not only from an economic and social perspective but also for gender equality. It also welcomes the recognition of the need to promote the role of fathers and to encourage men to assume greater responsibility for household work, children and other dependent persons. Furthermore, the Commission welcomes the fact that the resolution covers not only young people with childcare responsibilities but also those with responsibilities for dependent adults and for people with disabilities and that it recommends a variety of measures (child care, flexibility in the course of study, the use of new technologies, the exchange of good practices, etc.) to facilitate reconciliation. This broad approach to reconciliation is in line with the Commission's policy in this area.

6.
Response to the requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

Promotion of reconciliation policies: the Commission and the Member States are encouraged to promote policies which make it easier to combine studying, training and family life, which supports the balanced assumption of family responsibilities by young people without any form of discrimination (paragraph 5).
In the Roadmap for Equality between Women and Men
, enhancing reconciliation of work, private and family life has been identified as one of the priority areas for action in the period 2006-2010. The need to encourage men to take up family responsibilities is a recurring theme for the Commission e.g. in the Roadmap as well as in the 2006
 and 2007
 annual reports on equality between women and men. Furthermore, it is noted in the 2006 report that to be effective, a good work-life balance should be devised and promoted as a policy for both women and men at all stages of their life, including for young people as underlined in the European Youth Pact.

In October 2006, the Commission launched the first stage consultation of the social partners on reconciliation of professional, private and family life. While aimed at reconciliation in the context of employment, the Commission noted in that document that reconciliation policies should also include young women and men who are still in higher education. With regard to the non-inclusion of specific proposals in relation to young people in higher education in the document on the first stage consultation of the social partners (paragraph 4), it was not possible to do so because the consultation document is addressed to the social partners and relates to reconciliation between professional, private and family life. It does not address the issue of reconciliation between studies and family life. The Commission launched the second stage of the consultation process in May 2007.

The Commission intends to present a Communication on Childcare in 2008. The Communication will report on progress towards the achievements of the Barcelona childcare targets.

The Commission is planning a green paper on education and innovation in 2008. The paper will address, among other things, innovative ways of providing learning opportunities for people in different life situations and with varying needs.

Exchange good practices: The European Parliament recommends to the Member States, the Council and the Commission that they exchange best practice with regard to support for students with family responsibilities and take account of innovative arrangements in this area within the context of the Open Method of Coordination and in meetings of Education Ministers and Social Affairs Ministers (paragraph 28).

In the Roadmap for Equality between Women and Men, the Commission has given a commitment to support the exchange of good practices in the field of work/life balance. In accordance with that commitment, the Commission will organise the exchange and dissemination of good practices in relation to gender equality, including in the area of reconciliation of work, private and family life. While not directly focused on reconciliation during periods of study, this exchange of good practices should help highlight the actions being taken in the area of reconciliation. 

Programmes on education: Parliament recommends to the Commission and the Member States respectively that when devising and implementing Community and national programmes on education, they take account of the particular situation of students with family responsibilities (paragraph 30).

In implementing the Commission Lifelong Learning Programme, due regard shall be paid to ensuring that it contributes fully to furthering the horizontal policies of the Community.

To raise awareness about this issue, the programmes encourage the exchange of information on national actions concerning support for students with family responsibilities and disseminate EU information at national level through existing national structures.

Indicators: EUROSTAT and the Member States are encouraged to gather data at Member State and European level concerning students with family responsibilities and the extent to which family responsibilities are a factor in students abandoning their studies (paragraph 32).

It is important to foster empirical research in this area. All statistical information collected by Eurostat and Eurydice, as well as the indicators and benchmarks identified under the Open Coordination Method is now disaggregated by gender, in order to facilitate the analysis of possible gender issues. The Commission is strengthening cooperation with the OECD on this particular issue.

With regard to the specific issue of the analysis of the situation of students with family responsibilities, there are at present only limited data available. The only available information comes from the Labour Force Survey (LFS). However, the LFS ad hoc modules 2005 and 2010 (in preparation) on "reconciliation between work and family life" contain general questions on family responsibilities for all persons aged 15-64. For those years, it should therefore be possible to identify the number of students with family responsibilities and better analyse their situation.
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