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4.
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5.
Background of the resolution:

This resolution is based on the fact that youth delinquency has known an alarming growth for the past years, leading to a number of negative consequences for the society as a whole. Youth delinquency has mainly been expressed through the forming of youth gangs and through school violence. The factors leading to such phenomenon vary greatly, although some of them may be pointed out: lack of references, appropriate behaviour models and communication; psychological problems due to sexual abuse; absence of a good education system; unemployment; poverty; social exclusion and racism. Finally, youth delinquency is a particularly sensitive issue as it affects an important part of the population during a crucial period of its development and personality construction.

Taken the absence of legal texts dealing specifically with youth delinquency at the European Union level, the European Parliament has considered important to approve a resolution on this issue. 

6.
Analysis of the text and of Parliament’s requests:

The European Parliament's resolution is divided into two different parts: recommendations to Member States at national level and recommendations for the pursuit of a strategy at the European level.

At the European Union level, the Parliament suggests that Member States work closely with the Commission in the development of harmonized models and guidelines on the prevention, fight and rehabilitation of youth delinquency. These models should have as a priority the interest of minors and should avoid, therefore, penalties that would not be appropriate for their social and psychological development. The former should be based on the cooperation between the different instances, national and European, dealing with the issue of delinquency.

The Parliament specifically urges the European Commission to take the following initiatives:

-
develop best multi-sectoral practices related to the prevention of delinquency;

-
develop standards capable of measuring efficiently the programmes developed to fight this phenomenon;

- 
encourage the exchange of best practices between Member States

- 
develop a European model on the protection of youth;

- 
elaborate education and professional formation programmes;

- 
organize meetings with national experts.

7.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

The Commission broadly agrees with the content of the Resolution and has already formulated different recommendations and launched actions for juvenile crime prevention in the Member States and at EU level. Among them there is first of all the Communication from the Commission on "Crime Prevention in the European Union" of 2004 (COM(2004)165) which underlined the primary responsibility of the Member States in the field of prevention, since juvenile, urban and drug-related crime occur at the local level. However, in order to effectively support prevention activities in the Member States, to avoid duplication of efforts and to use resources more efficiently, the Communication acknowledges that certain co-operation activities need to be taken at EU level.

The European Crime Prevention Network (EUCPN) is a privileged network inside the EU as it comprises the national competent crime prevention authorities and therefore assumes a crucial role with regard to the horizontal and vertical communication of trends, policies, assessments and best practices.

In October 2005, the Commission also presented a Green paper “Improving the mental health of the population. Towards a strategy on Mental Health for the European Union” (COM(2005)484). This document referred to the costs which conduct and behavioural disorders in childhood incur on criminal and justice systems.

Furthermore, the Commission has also proposed a Recommendation of the Parliament and of the Council on key competences for lifelong learning. The Recommendation provides a European reference tool of eight key competences that young people should develop during their initial education and training and that serve for personal fulfilment, social inclusion and employability.

Finally, substantial financial support to policy initiatives in crime prevention has been provided over past years through various Community funded programmes.

To respond to the need for concrete action against violence among children and young people, including bullying in schools, the Commission has financed, and will continue to finance, several projects regarding 'peer violence' and bullying through the Daphné Programme.

Moreover, the new generation of financial programmes under the financial perspectives for 2007 - 2013 in the field of Justice, Freedom and Security, particularly the programmes "Prevention of and Fight against Crime" and "DAPHNE III", will offer a considerable financial support to national and trans-national projects promoters with a wide range of possible actions on different aspects of juvenile delinquency.

This will be complemented, for the same period, by additional and substantial funding in the area of education and training, youth, culture and citizenship.
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