European Parliament resolution on the 2006 Progress Report on the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia

1.
Rapporteur: Erik Meijer (GUE/NGL/NL)

2.
EP reference number: A6-0214/2007 / P6-TA-PROV (2007)0352

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 12 July 2007

4.
Subject: Progress Report on the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia
5.
Background of the resolution:

The European Commission adopted its Progress Report on the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia on 8 November 2006. The resolution builds upon the conclusions of the Commission presented in the Progress Report and Annex II to the Strategy Paper of 8 November 2006, the conclusions of the Council of 11-12 December 2006 and of the European Council of December 2006.

6.
Analysis of the text and of Parliament's requests:

The resolution welcomes the initialling of the visa facilitation and readmission agreements between the EU and the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia as a transitional step towards a mutual visa-free travel regime. In this context, it calls on the Commission to set out a roadmap to increase mobility, including greater participation in life-long learning and cultural exchange projects.

7.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

The Commission adopted on 18 July 2007 a proposal for a Council decision to conclude the visa facilitation and readmission agreements, with a view to ensure its entry into force as promptly as possible. The proposal is now to be discussed by the Council.

Recalling the Thessaloniki Agenda, the Commission acknowledges the importance the people of the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia attach to the perspective of visa-free movement.

The approach of the Commission is that it will be essential that the agreements are fully implemented before considering any possible new step. In addition, progress in the areas of border management, document security, migration and asylum, fight against terrorism, organised crime and corruption will also be very important.

As regards the Commission's activities to promote mobility, from the academic year 2007-2008 the Erasmus Mundus Western Balkan Window will allow up to 100 students from the Western Balkans to receive grants in order to follow an Erasmus Mundus master in EU universities. Additional possibilities for students will be offered thanks to the Erasmus Mundus External Cooperation Window initiated in 2007 which will allow for exchange of 500 undergraduate students annually between the EU and the Western Balkan countries. The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia will become eligible for the Erasmus Mundus programme under IPA (Instrument for Pre-accession Assistance) as of the Academic Year 2008-2009.

In parallel to the higher education sector, a new window for the Western Balkans will be opened for the Youth in Action Programme, enabling the mobility of young people from the Western Balkans within the region as well as within the EU Member States.

Furthermore, negotiations are taking place to conclude a Memorandum of Understanding with the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia regarding its participation in 2008 in the Culture Programme.

Concerning the participation of the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia in the Lifelong Learning and Youth programmes, the authorities are currently establishing a national agency to manage these programmes. The Commission is considering the possibility to prepare this agency – by co-financing its operating costs – to manage the programmes and to support information campaigns for potential beneficiaries. Furthermore, participation in pilot activities is also considered.
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