European Parliament Resolution on the draft Commission decisions establishing Regional Strategy Papers and Regional Indicative Programmes for Mercosur and Latin America 

1.
Resolution tabled pursuant to Rule 81 of Parliament's Rules of Procedure by the Committee on Development
2.
EP reference number: B6-0236 /2007 / P6-TA-PROV(2007)0233
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 7 June 2007

4.
Subject: Draft Commission decisions establishing Regional Strategy Papers and Regional Indicative Programmes for Mercosur and Latin America

5.
Analysis of the text and of Parliament’s requests, reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

Latin America Regional Strategy Paper (RSP)

The Latin American regional programming document is fully compatible with the Development Cooperation Instrument (DCI) and the follow-up to the Summits between the EU and Latin America and the Caribbean, and is aimed at strengthening the strategic partnership between the European Union and Latin America.

The three focal sectors of regional activities identified for the period 2007-2013 on the basis of regional needs and the lessons drawn from past cooperation ('social cohesion', 'regional integration' and 'human resources and mutual understanding') between the EU and Latin America, all contribute to address the development of the region, including poverty reduction in particular alleviating the large inequality gap. This document is complementary to the country and sub-regional strategy papers already prepared for the region.

These areas are fully compatible with the DCI Regulation, in particular Articles 5 and 6 related to Latin America identifying 5 priority areas, including the creation of an EU LAC common higher education area. They are also implementing what the European Parliament has requested to the Commission in its Resolution “Stronger partnership between the EU and Latin America” of 27 April 2006.

Regarding the part on Mutual Understanding the Commission is in disagreement with Parliament's Resolution and wants to signal that Article 5 of the DCI foresees under point education (vi) “promoting vocational training, higher education, life long learning, cultural, scientific and technological cooperation, academic and cultural exchanges as well as enhancing mutual understanding between partner countries and regions and the Community”. (DAC codes are 15110 Economic and development policy planning, 16050 multisectoral aid for basic social services and 43082 research/scientific institutions).

It is relevant to note that a very modest amount has been set aside for the financing of the mutual understanding initiatives.

The Commission will take into account the European Parliament's observations in the implementation stage of the programming document, particularly ensuring that the identified projects and programmes have a poverty focus and fulfil the criteria to be classified as development cooperation.
In conclusion the Commission considers that it has not exceeded its implementing powers.
Mercosur RSP

The Mercosur Regional Strategy has been designed with a view to specifically address poverty reduction in the region, particularly through the promotion of regional integration. As foreseen in the European consensus and the DCI regulation, regional integration is one of the best instruments to foster development, the best vehicle for a smooth integration in the world economy. The Mercosur area is just recovering from a major financial and economic crisis. The Regional Strategy Paper promotes regional integration as a development tool reinforcing good governance and institutional stabilisation of the region together with a market opening and liberalisation at a pace which is chosen by the concerned Governments. One of the pre-conditions for the deepening of Mercosur integration is the moulding of the society perception of the importance of regional integration and of the need to accept transfers of sovereignty.  This can only be done through academic training and the awakening of a deeper regional consciousness. Priority 3 of the Regional Strategy Paper aims exactly at these two objectives.
In conclusion the Commission considers that it has not exceeded its implementing powers.
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