
CO-DECISION PROCEDURE – First reading
European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Directive 97/67/EC concerning the full accomplishment of the internal market of Community postal services

1.
Rapporteur: Markus Ferber
2.
EP No: A6-0246/2007

3.
Date of adoption: 11 July 2007
4.
Subject: Accomplishment of the internal market of Community Postal services
5.
Inter-institutional reference: 2006/0196(COD)
6.
Legal basis: Articles 47(2), 55 and 95 TEC
7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Transport and Tourism (TRAN)
8.
Commission's position: The Commission can accept certain amendments.
In general, the Commission welcomes the Parliament's Opinion in first reading on the Third Postal Directive.

The Commission agrees with the Parliament that the scope of the universal services should remain unchanged. The proposed Directive gives the broadest possible flexibility to share out any unfair burden resulting from the universal service obligation. Parliament's amendments did not aim at changing this approach. The Commission also notes the amendments relating to the date of full market opening. This question is also essential in discussions with the Council. Finally, the Parliament suggested to the Commission to provide further assistance and guidance on the implementation of this Directive after its entering into force, but before 1 January 2009. The Commission is ready to provide such assistance. It will not leave Member States alone once the legislator has adopted this important Directive.

The Commission can accept, can accept in principle/in part and/or can accept subject to rewording the following amendments: 1, 2, 3, 4, 8, 9, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 20, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 35, 37, 39, 41, 44, 46, 47, 49, 51, 52, 53, 55, 56, 63, 65 and 79.

9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: With a view to supporting rapid progress in the Council framework, the Commission intends to draw the Council's attention to the Commission's position on Parliament's 1st reading amendments orally.
10.
Outlook for the adoption of a common position: The Parliament's Opinion in 1st reading provides a valuable contribution to the negotiations under the Portuguese Presidency, possibly in view of a political agreement at the Transport, Telecom and Energy Council on 1 October 2007. A formal Common Position is expected in the course of autumn 2007.
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