European Parliament Resolution on the draft Commission decisions establishing a Regional Strategy Document 2007-2013 and a Multi-annual Indicative Programme for Asia (CMT-2007-1122)

1.
Resolution tabled under Rule 81 of the European Parliament's Rules of Procedure by the Committee on Development
2.
EP reference number: B6-0265/2007 / P6-TA-PROV(2007)0280
3.
Date of adoption: 21 June 2007

4.
Subject: Draft Commission decisions establishing a Regional Strategy Document 2007-2013 and a Multi-annual Indicative Programme for Asia

5.
Analysis of the text and of Parliament’s requests, reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

The Resolution takes the view that the Commission has exceeded its implementing powers in focal sector 1 ‘support to regional integration’.

The Commission’s response is that the Commission has not exceeded its implementing powers.

· ‘Trade and regional integration’ is an explicit area of cooperation in the Development Cooperation Instrument (DCI) (Article 5, indent (k), (l) and (m)). ‘Encouraging greater regional integration through regional integration and dialogue’ is also an additional specific area of cooperation of the DCI for Asia (Article 7, (c)).

· Dialogues within ASEM and further support to ASEF for enhancing participation of civil society in related areas will help in eradicating poverty and contribute to several basic objectives under the DCI. The support to regional integration is an activity where the EC’s added value and specific experience have demonstrable impact on poverty eradication and the improvement of social cohesion, thereby promoting Asia’s integration into the world economy.

· As stated in the strategy paper and in complementary argumentary notes sent by the Commission, the aim of EC assistance in civil aviation contributes to policy reform and to sustainable development by generating growth, creating employment, facilitating tourism, trade and integration into the world market, and thus contributing to poverty eradication. This programme also improves human security through better physical integration of beneficiary countries, in particular landlocked countries and regions, including for goods of basic necessity and in case of disaster. Similar programmes have been approved under country strategy papers for China and India.

· Support for the ASEAN-EU Trade agreement is in line with the area of regional trade cooperation as mentioned in the DCI. It will help beneficiary countries in implementing this agreement and mitigate the adverse impact of globalization, particularly on the poor. Raising EC visibility is not an objective of the programme but promoting EU visibility is a general concern in development cooperation.

· The cross-border cooperation programme with ASEAN is part of DCI provisions on good governance and support for institutional reforms (see DCI, Article 5, indent (f) and (h)). It will improve human security in the interest of Asian countries and foster cooperation and policy reform in the fields of security and justice, also contributing to the fight against trafficking, including in human beings, which mostly affects poor people.

The Resolution takes also the view that the Commission has exceeded its implementing powers allocating 15% of the funds in focal sector 2 'higher education and support to research institutes'.

The Commission’s response is that the Commission has not exceeded its implementing powers.

The Commission has already given a detailed response on higher education in the letter by the Commissioners responsible to the Chairman of the European Parliament's Committee on Development of 26 March 2007.

· The Commission took several specific provisions to ensure its poverty focus, in particular a joint selection (EC-beneficiary country) of the sectors where the candidates for scholarships will be selected according to the level of development of the country, and also a ring-fencing in the regional envelope (so excluding China and India which have their specific national programmes in this respect) in favour of Least Developed Countries (which will receive an indicative amount of 60% of the funds).

· This contributes to creating a professional cadre to promote the design and implementation of sound socio-economic policies for national development plans and poverty reduction strategies.

· Specific provisions will also cover equal opportunities concerning gender, vulnerable groups and people coming from poor households.

· Likewise, the support to research institutes (indicative € 1 million earmarked for 2007-2010) will focus on topics related to sustainable development and promoting public debate on EU-Asia relations. There is no contradiction between this programme and the overall objective of poverty reduction, and the DCI (Article 5, indent (vi)) foresees these activities.

The Commission will indicate that on submitting the Annual Action Programme. The Commission will also inform Parliament how these observations have been taken into account.
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