European Parliament Resolution on the situation in Darfur
1.
Resolution tabled pursuant to Rule 91 of Parliament's Rules of Procedure by Josep Borrell Fontelles, Thierry Cornillet, José Ribeiro e Castro, Frithjof Schmidt and Jürgen Schröder on behalf of the Committee on Development
2.
EP reference number: B6-0311/2007 / P6_TA-PROV(2007)0342
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 12 July 2007
4.
Subject: Situation in Darfur
5.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The situation in Darfur is serious and is taken extremely seriously by the European Commission which seeks to mobilise the full range of the instruments at its disposal to the resolution on a durable basis of the complex problems underlying the humanitarian crisis in the region. The Commission therefore welcomes and encourages the attention drawn to the situation by the efforts of the European Parliament.
6.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
· Point 9 (Calls on the EU and other international donors to urgently provide additional support to AMIS under its present structure, including long-term funding commitments as well as much needed technical support for a transitional period until the hybrid force is completely implemented; calls for an in-depth investigation into the fact that at least some AMIS soldiers have not received any pay for many months)
The European Commission, while it welcomes the decision on the 31 July 2007 by the UN Security Council to mobilise a Hybrid Force to succeed to the AMIS (African Union Mission in the Sudan), is very conscious that everything must be done to ensure the continued effective presence of AMIS until such time as the Hybrid force is effectively mobilised.
It has mobilised both further financial support from the African Peace Facility (APF) and has arranged that Member States may make voluntary supplementary contributions so as to avoid a financing gap before the end of 2007.
All measures have been taken by the EU in order to monitor that the contributions transferred to the African Union (AU) for the AMIS operation were properly utilised and managed. The Commission undertook concrete measures to strengthen the AU Commission's (AUC) capacity in managing Peace Support Operations (PSOs). To help the AU addressing its financial management problems, the Commission recruited two financial experts in April 2007 and deployed them to the AUC Headquarters (Addis Ababa and Khartoum) to support the AUC Financial Unit dealing with the AMIS operation. In addition, the Commission decided to systematically include an external financial monitoring function for each APF-financed operation. Finally, at the end of every APF contribution, the Commission launches, on a systematic basis, ex-post audits which are organised and coordinated with the concerned Member States.
Following the reception of final narrative and financial reports in July 2007, the audit of AMIS 2006 will be launched in September. It must be noted that this audit will verify in particular the chain of payment of the beneficiary troops' daily allowances.
Last but not least, the Commission finances mid-to-long term capacity building programmes aimed at strengthening the AUC administrative and financial capacity to manage the PSOs under its responsibility.
· Point 3 (Calls on the Member States, the Council and the Commission to assume their responsibilities and make every possible effort to provide effective protection for the people of Darfur from a humanitarian disaster)
The European Humanitarian Office is making a huge effort
 to bring support to the people of Darfur, and indeed to the people from Darfur currently encamped in Chad.
· Point 11 (Calls on the EU and the international community to reconvene peace talks to improve the content of the Darfur Peace Agreement (DPA) and make it acceptable to all parties; calls on international actors to hold all parties accountable under the resulting agreement; urges all parties to the conflict in Darfur to show their commitment to a peaceful solution to the crisis by implementing the agreement without delay)
The EU- Commission, Council, EU Special Representative are working together to strengthen the ability and the resolve of the AU/UN tandem to bring all the Darfur rebel movements together so that in a later stage all the protagonists may reach a lasting peace agreement to lay the basis for the end of violence and the beginning of development in Darfur.
· Point 12 (Calls on the EU, the UN and the AU to show a united front in efforts to resolve the conflict in Darfur and to prioritise a comprehensive peace process, which should include the consultation and representation of Darfur’s tribes, IDP communities, women’s groups and other civil society groups, all political parties, including the opposition parties as well as relevant regional actors, facilitating a lasting peace)
The Commission agrees that a lasting peace cannot be achieved without the full association of civil society in all its forms, and confirms that it is financing meetings in Darfur to encourage such participation in the build-up to renewed peace talks.
· Point 21 (Calls on the EU and other international actors to apply targeted sanctions, including measures to tackle business activities that fuel the conflict, to any side, including the GoS, that violates the ceasefire or attacks civilians, peacekeepers or humanitarian operations and to take all necessary action to help end impunity through the implementation of targeted economic sanctions including travel bans and asset freezes)
The EU is indeed applying the targeted sanctions to which the EP resolution refers. The EU supports sanctions both direct and through the UN against any party which is hindering the peace process.
---------
� Under the Community's budget line for humanitarian aid, a total of € 207 million have been committed in 2006 and during the first 7 months of 2007 for humanitarian assistance to vulnerable populations in Sudan, including in South Sudan.
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