European Parliament resolution on the PNR agreement with the United States of America
1.
Political Groups which tabled the resolution pursuant to Rule 103(4) of Parliament's Rules of Procedure: PSE, ALDE, Verts/ALE, GUE/NGL
2.
EP reference number: B6-0278/2007 / P6_TA-PROV(2007)0347
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 12 July 2007
4.
Subject: PNR agreement with the US
5.
Background of the resolution: conclusion of a long term agreement with the US on the transfer of Passenger Name Record (PNR) data. The motion for a Resolution follows the debate on the agreement during the Plenary session of 9 July 2007.
6.
Analysis of the text and of Parliament’s requests:
The European Parliament expresses its deep concern at the inadequate data protection and other legal safeguards in place for EU citizens in cases of personal data being made available under the agreement to the US. In this regard, the Commission would like to underline that the agreement recently approved by Council provides an adequate level of protection of passengers' personal data in line with European standards on fundamental rights and privacy. It is a legally binding agreement which presents a long-term solution for the processing and transfers of PNR data and will be valid for a period of seven years, thus ensuring legal certainty for a considerable period. The data will be used only for the purpose of preventing and combating terrorism and related offences and other serious offences that are transnational in nature. Moreover, the US decided to extend access and redress mechanisms to all passengers irrespective of citizenship and country of residence. The implementation of the agreement and the assurances will be reviewed periodically and the EU will be represented by the Commission.
On other specific requests, see below under point 7.
7.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:
The Commission takes note of the European Parliament request to organise an annual review of the agreement. Any review will need to be conducted in agreement with the relevant US authorities.
The Commission also takes note of the European Parliament request to properly inform passengers. As in the past, the Commission, the national data protection authorities and the US Department of Homeland Security will work together to inform passengers of the transfer of their PNR data to US authorities.
As requested by the European Parliament, the Commission will keep the Parliament informed on any development concerning EU - PNR systems.
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