European Parliament resolution on Freight transport logistics in Europe - the key to sustainable mobility
1.
Rapporteur: Ines AYALA SENDER (PSE/ES)
2.
EP reference number: A6-0286/2007/P6_TA-PROV( 2007)0375

3.
Date of adoption of the Resolution: 5 September 2007

4.
Subject: Freight transport logistics in Europe and sustainable mobility

5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Transport and Tourism (TRAN)

6.
Brief analysis/ assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

The Resolution welcomes the Communication on Freight Transport Logistics and looks forward to the Logistics Action Plan, recognising the contribution of efficient logistics to competitiveness, environmental protection and cohesion in the EU. It also calls on Member States to report on progress in implementing TENs and taking measures in support of logistics in the communication of their national plans to the Spring Council 2008. The resolution then goes on to address each of the domains identified in the Communication, essentially echoing the text in this but calling for an annual European logistics forum at which industry and other interested parties are to be given opportunity to discuss issues that concern them. Whereas the Communication (and the Action Plan) leave open the possibility of admitting larger trucks to cross-border transport the Parliament's resolution demands that current limitations (national transport only) are maintained.

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

Parliament supports the issuing of a Freight Transport Logistics Action Plan by the Commission (point 2 of the resolution). This has been adopted on 17 October 2007, as part of a package of freight transport-related initiatives that addresses a number of concerns raised by Parliament, including the following:

Points 8 and 9 of the resolution are on the issue of short sea shipping procedures that Parliament wants simplified. This is being specifically addressed in a staff document of the Commission services also adopted by the Commission on 17 October launching a broader consultation on the matter. The aim is notably to ensure that the intra-Community transport rules are applied also to maritime transport between Member States. The Logistics Action Plan proposes that a legislative proposal on this is adopted by 2008.

As regards the nomination of a European coordinator on Motorways of the Sea (issue raised in point 8 of the resolution), the coordinators for the Motorways of the Sea and for inland waterways were formally nominated on 27 September, after consultation of the European Parliament.

In point 17, Parliament calls on the Commission to devise and develop a dedicated rail system for freight, especially in trans-border transport. This issue is addressed by the Commission's Communication on a freight-oriented rail network also adopted by the Commission on 17 October in which a number of options in support of freight carriage on rail are presented, as precursor for a dedicated railway network.

The issue of best practices in financing of logistics infrastructures (point 19 of the resolution) is not specifically addressed in the Action Plan. However, these topics are the subject of wider discussions and agreements between the Commission and European financial institutions such as the European Investment Bank and the European Investment Fund.

While Parliament calls for an in-depth study to be prepared by the Commission to look into the appropriateness of standards for loading units (point 24 of the resolution), the Commission is of the opinion that this effort should be driven by industry itself and to that effect intends to mandate the European Committee for Standardisation to initiate this work.

In point 25, Parliament proposes that the use of road vehicles going up to 60 tonnes should be limited to national traffic, as is currently foreseen under Directive 96/53/CE. As stated by Vice-President Barrot during the debate in plenary session, the Commission will consider its line of action once the results of an in-depth of the possible consequences of bigger and or heavier road vehicles are available. Among others, the study will look at the economic repercussions of these, their impact on infrastructure, safety issues and also environmental consequences as well as the likely effect on other transport modes.

On the issue of the security of transport raised in point 26 of the resolution, the Logistics Action Plan is proposing measures that will facilitate the implementation of security measures in multi-actor transport chains. This is fully in line with Parliament's call for a balanced relationship between security procedures and the free movement of goods.

In point 29, Parliament calls for an approach to bottlenecks in logistics that does not address modes in isolation. This is indeed in line with the working methods that have been established by the Commission to deal with the bottlenecks which aim at bringing together representatives from the various modes and also users of transport services to discuss issues related to infrastructure, operational and administrative bottlenecks.

In point 31, Parliament calls on the Commission to organise an annual European logistics forum.  The Commission is considering carrying out such an event in the 2nd half of 2008.

In reply to point 32 on the question of availability of useful statistical data on logistics, the Commission is addressing this through a study that will be launched before the end of the year in which data requirements and data availability will be assessed, with proposals being foreseen for 2009.

In reply to point 34 of the resolution, the Commission reiterates its commitment to ensure proper implementation and enforcement of the EU acquis.
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