European Parliament Resolution on i2010: towards a European digital library

1.
Rapporteur: Marie-Hélène DESCAMPS (PPE-DE/FR)

2.
EP reference number: A6-0296/2007 / P6-TA-PROV(2007)0416

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 27 September 2007

4.
Subject: the European digital library
5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Culture and Education (CULT)

6.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

The resolution is the reaction of the European Parliament to the Commission's i2010 digital libraries initiative. It focuses on one of the main goals of the initiative, which is the creation of the European digital library, a common multilingual access point to Europe's cultural heritage. The resolution underlines the importance of bringing Europe's cultural heritage online. It describes the stages for establishing the European digital library and gives orientations for its development. At the same time, it deals with the basic conditions to be addressed, such as increased Member States' funding for digitisation, attention to digital preservation, and tackling copyright-related issues together with the stakeholders.

The resolution makes a number of requests to the stakeholders, the Member States and the Commission:

· setting up a European digital library in stages in the form of a single, direct and multilingual access point to Europe's cultural heritage. The access point should provide direct access to the digitised content via an integrated search engine and put in place innovative features;

· participation of a wide range of cultural and educational institutions in the European digital library, and the use of common standards and metadata. The creation of European-wide co-ordination bodies comparable to TEL (in the area of libraries) for museums and the archives-sector;

· elaborating different models for the access to public domain content and for access to content under copyright through the European digital library;

· investments in digitisation by Member States and development of new financing models for digitisation to achieve a critical mass of content. The establishment of digitisation plans by Member States and their cultural institutions, close co-operation and an exchange of good practices on digitisation, online accessibility and digital preservation;

· supporting innovation and research in the field of multilingualism;

· involving all the relevant stakeholders in the discussions on issues such as orphan works and out of print works;

· setting up a steering committee for the European digital library in which cultural institutions play a major role;

· ensuring co-ordination between the groups established by the Commission, and in particular the High level expert group on digital libraries and the Member States' expert group. Intensifying the exchange of experiences and good practices with related initiatives at European and global level;

· promoting the European digital library, making it visible and accessible through extensive communication at all levels;

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

The Commission will undertake the following actions to meet the requests of the European Parliament directly addressed to it, or to contribute to progress on the requests addressed to the Member States and the stakeholders:

Setting up the European digital library

The Commission is stimulating and co-ordinating work towards the creation of the European digital library, a common multilingual access point to Europe's cultural heritage. A first version of this access point will be launched in 2008. The features of the European digital library as described in the resolution and the idea to proceed in stages, correspond well to the views of the Commission on its development. Indeed, different solutions will have to be found for accessing content that is in the public domain and content that is under copyright.

The Commission has encouraged the Conference of European National Librarians to take the initiative for establishing a foundation within the context of the European digital library. This legal body, which is in the process of being set up, will represent the four domains of archives, audio-visual archives, libraries and museums. It will facilitate formal agreement across the four domains on how to cooperate in the delivery and sustainability of the joint access point. It's Executive Committee, consisting of representatives from major cultural institutions or their associations will oversee the operations of the European digital library.

Policy co-ordination between Member States

With regard to policy co-ordination between the Member States, the Commission will continue to monitor progress on the implementation of the Commission Recommendation of 24 August 2006 on 'the digitisation and online accessibility of cultural material and digital preservation', and the related Council conclusions of 13 November 2006. It intends to report on progress by mid 2008 describing, amongst other things, progress in planning and execution of digitisation in the Member States. The overview of progress will also highlight areas that deserve specific attention, such as the need to arrive at a critical mass of digitised content accessible through the European digital library.

Co-ordination between the different activities, involving all stakeholders

The Commission will ensure the co-ordination and cross-fertilisation between the different groups and in particular the High level group on digital libraries (bringing together stakeholders) and the Member States' expert group on digitisation and digital preservation (bringing together representatives of the Member States). The work within the context of the High level group on digital libraries will include stakeholders from all sectors to make concrete progress on, in particular, orphan works and out of print works.

Co-funding

Through its funding programmes eContentplus and the 7th Framework programme for research and development, the Commission will:

· stimulate the participation of cultural institutions at the local, regional and national level in the European digital library, and help organise the contribution of the different sectors (archives, museums, audiovisual archives, libraries) to the European digital library;

· co-fund research on digitisation and digital preservation, as well as research that is relevant to enhance the features of the European digital library, such as multilingualism (including cross-language search) and collaborative tools;

· stimulate the use of common standards and metadata;

· devote resources to awareness-raising on the European digital library towards the general public.
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