European Parliament resolution on Member States efforts during 2005 to achieve a sustainable balance between fishing capacity and fishing opportunities
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5.
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6.
Background of the resolution:

The resolution analyses the management of fishing fleet capacity under the CFP (Common Fisheries Policy) and the balance between fishing capacity and fishing opportunities on the basis of the Commission's report to the Parliament and the Council on the Member States efforts during 2005 to achieve a sustainable balance between fishing capacity and fishing opportunities.

7.
Analysis of the text and of Parliament’s requests, reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

Paragraph 4: on the non compliance with reporting obligations.

The Commission agrees with the Parliament and will consider taking proportionate action against Member States which do not comply with their obligations concerning the Community Fleet Register and the annual fleet report.

However, the Commission points out that the degree of compliance for Community Fleet Register is satisfactory. Concerning the annual fleet report, all Member States except the UK have forwarded their report, although some were delayed.
Paragraph 7: on harmonised information.

The Commission is working with the cooperation of the STECF (Scientific, Technical and Economic Committee for Fisheries) in order to develop a methodology for the assessment of the balance between fishing capacity and fishing opportunities. Such a methodology will serve to harmonise this aspect of the Member States fleet reports. An ad-hoc working group has been convened to study this particular issue.

Paragraph 9: on the transition from fleet management based on GT (Gross Tonnage) and kW (kilowatt) to a fishing effort based system.
The Commission considers that, in addition to the management of fishing effort, the management of fishing capacity must be kept as an essential part of the CFP. In this context, the use of tonnage and power as capacity indicators should be maintained, although the certification of engine power needs to be improved.

The Commission agrees that the management of fishing capacity could be improved for some fisheries on the basis of alternative fishing capacity indicators related to the size and characteristics of fishing gears. To this end, the Commission opened a debate on the improvement of fishing capacity and fishing effort indicators by means of a communication to the European Parliament and the Council (COM(2007)39).
Paragraph 10: on the safety of small scale fishing vessels.
Public aid may be granted for small scale fishing vessels under EFF (European Fisheries Fund) for:

1) the replacement of engines with no increase in power;
2) the improvement of safety and working conditions.

Also, as an exception to the rules regarding the entry-exit regime, it is possible to re-use 4% of the tonnage scrapped with public aid, as a reserve to undertake works to improve safety on board, working conditions, hygiene and product quality on those vessels. In applying this possibility Member States must give priority to small scale fishing vessels.

The Commission considers this is an adequate support.

Paragraph 11: on a specific RAC (Regional Advisory Council) for the outermost regions.

The Commission does not intend to propose at this stage the setting of a specific regional advisory council for the outermost regions of the European Union. The Commission considers the specifics needs of the Outermost Regions may be adequately addressed within Regional Advisory Council for the South Western Waters established on 4 April 2007.
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