European Parliament resolution on the Green Paper "Towards a Europe free from tobacco smoke: policy options at EU level"
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6.
Brief analysis / assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The Resolution responds in a very positive and constructive way to the Commission consultation. It welcomes the Green Paper
 as a starting point for further work on smoke-free environments and wider tobacco-control measures, both at EU and Member States level.

The Parliament shares the Commission view that only a full smoking ban in all enclosed smoking workplaces and public places can adequately protect the health of citizens and workers. It underlines the health burden of exposure to second-hand smoke, public support for smoke-free policies as well as the obligation to act under the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control.

The Resolution calls on the Member States to introduce comprehensive smoke-free laws within two years and invites the Commission to table a relevant legislative proposal by 2011 in case of unsatisfactory progress. The Commission is also asked to propose an amendment of the current legislative framework in order to classify environmental tobacco smoke as a carcinogen and require the employers to ensure that the work place is smoke-free.

Apart from smoke free environments, the Resolution contains some interesting suggestions for further tobacco control work. These include:

· tobacco ingredients,

· labelling,

· product and manufacturer liability,

· youth smoking prevention, and

· tobacco taxation and smuggling.

These proposals are in line with the Commission position and will be studied thoroughly.

Of particular importance is the Parliament's call for continued funding of EU awareness-raising measures.

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
The Commission welcomes the Parliament's Resolution as an important input into tobacco control work.

Most of the issues raised in the Resolution will be addressed later in 2007-2008 by the following Commission initiatives:

· Follow-up proposal on smoke-free environments (by the end of 2008) to facilitate the introduction of comprehensive smoke-free laws at national level,

· Second report on the implementation of the Tobacco Products Directive by the end of 2007. The report will map the areas for possible amendments of the Directive and take account most of the proposals contained in the Parliament's Resolution,

· First report on the Member States' implementation of the Tobacco Advertising Directive by end 2008,

· Report on the Member States' implementation of the Council Recommendation on smoking prevention by mid-2008,

· Legislative proposal on the structure and rates of excise duties applied to tobacco products in first half 2008,

Active participation in the negotiations of the protocol on illicit tobacco trade under the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control.
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