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6.
Brief analysis / assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

As part of its Energy Policy for Europe, the European Commission adopted the Renewable Energy Roadmap
 on 10 January 2007. The proposal included an overall binding 20% renewable energy target and a binding minimum target of 10% for transport biofuels for the EU by 2020, and a pathway to bring renewable energies in the fields of electricity, heating and cooling and transport to the economic and political mainstream.
In it's assessment of the Renewable Energy Roadmap, the European Parliament through the Resolution confirms a number of conclusions and recommendations made by the Commission. It highlights the importance to continue promoting the use of renewable energy sources and setting 2020 targets for it at European and Member State level, and states that Renewable Action Plans should play an important role in it.  The Resolution furthermore underlines the need to have adequate market conditions and proper grid infrastructure for the deployment of renewable electricity. The Parliament calls for substantial progress of use of renewable energy sources in all the three sectors: electricity, heating and cooling and transport. Regarding biofuels, the Parliament stresses the sustainable use of biofuels and calls for a certification scheme applicable to biofuels both produced within and imported into the EU.

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
The majority of the requests of the Parliament are linked to the coming proposal on the promotion of renewable energy sources, which will be adopted early next year as a part of the Climate Change/Renewable energy package. The Resolution gives important contributions to the finalization of the package.

The new Directive will cover all three renewable energy sectors: electricity, heating and cooling and biofuels for transport. Achieving the ambitious target of 20% by 2020 will require a growing contribution from renewable energy in all three sectors. The overall 20% renewable energy target by 2020 will be coupled with an ambitious minimum and mandatory target of 10% biofuels for 2020.

The Commission intends to require Member States to establish National Action Plans. These plans should detail how the target will be achieved, as well as the set of measures to be taken in the different sectors which could cover electricity, heating and cooling as well as transport (paragraphs 8, 12, 15, 37 and 43). The Commission will then be able to assess the measures in the National Action Plans, especially if the measures are sufficient to reach the agreed target.

Measures on biofuels sustainability will be included in the new proposal (paragraphs 44, 49, 50 and 51).

The Commission has in the 3rd legislative package
 of the internal market of electricity and gas taken an important step to create a favourable market environment for renewables (paragraphs 11 and 26). The effective separation of supply and production activities from network operation will bring fair access to the grid for new entrants and promote investments in infrastructure in a non-discriminatory way. Only with a functioning market is it possible to develop a renewable energy industry that will meet the ambitious objective of 20% renewable energy sources by 2020.

Other means that could be used to eliminate market barriers are objective information and training related to the use of renewable energy technologies.

The Commission shares the Parliament's concerns regarding the current statistical methodology (paragraph 18), and intends to base the new proposal on an accounting method which does not discriminate between different types of renewable energy technologies. In addition, the proposed Energy Statistics Regulation, COM(2006)850, addresses the need to establish a common framework for the collection and compilation of Community statistics on energy production, imports and exports, transformation and consumption.

Regarding offshore wind energy (paragraph 25), the Commission is currently carrying out a study on possible measures to reduce risks and barriers related to the development of offshore wind, with a view to adopting an Action Plan on Offshore and coastal water wind energy development. A European Coordinator has recently been appointed by the Commission to facilitate the integration of offshore wind energy in the Baltic Sea and the North Sea into the continental grid. The role of a stable investment framework (paragraph 30), including support schemes, for developing renewable technologies such as offshore wind or marine energy projects was addressed in the Commission's Communication "The support of electricity from renewable energy sources", COM(2005)627.
Regarding the Structural Funds (paragraph 29), these are managed by Member States and regional authorities. For the next budgetary period (2007-2013) there will be around €6 billion allocated to renewable and energy efficiency projects, which represents around 2% of the total Structural and Cohesion Funds budget. This is an important increase compared with the previous period. The Commission is encouraging Member States to consider the sustainable use of energy as a horizontal priority when selecting projects to be financed under the Structural and Cohesion Funds.

The Commission appreciates the importance that the European Parliament attaches to research on renewable energy sources (paragraph 33). The objective of energy research under the 7th Framework Programme is to adapt the current energy system into a more sustainable, competitive and secure one. It should also depend less on imported fuels and use a diverse mix of energy sources, in particular renewables, energy carriers and non polluting sources. For the period of 2007-2013 there will be approximately € 2.3 billion earmarked for the energy theme.

In order to allow the Parliament to follow the implementation of the Programme, the Commission intends to continue the policy of transparency and provision of information. Appropriate information on projects funded by the 7th Framework Programme will be fully available to the public. Particular attention will be given to ensuring, at least every two years, a comprehensive presentation of projects related to rational and efficient use of energy and the role of renewable energy sources.

Theme 2, "Food, Agriculture and Biotechnology" in the 7th Framework Programme is aimed to help to increase the overall “well to wheel” efficiency of biomass and biofuels looking also into specific aspects of gasification of biomass (paragraph 55).
The Commission stimulates and welcomes the use of Funds of the European Investment Bank on tackling climate change, including energy efficiency and renewable energy as one of the five areas of interest for its environmental lending (paragraph 34).

Regarding the use of renewable energy sources in buildings (paragraph 39), the Energy Performance of Buildings Directive
 requires national regulations to lay down minimum energy performance requirements for buildings in general. The Directive leaves it to the Member States to specify these requirements tailored to local climate conditions. A revision of this Directive is planned for 2008.

In its Energy Efficiency Action Plan
 adopted in October 2006 the Commission has announced the elaboration of a deployment strategy for very low energy or passive houses with a view to moving towards this type of houses as a standard in new construction in the medium term (paragraph 40).
Moreover, the Commission promotes the idea of low energy/low emission buildings by several promotion projects, such as "EcoBuildings", "CONCERTO" and "Promotion of European Passive Houses"
. The Commission provides Member States with the basis for harmonized energy performance requirements by having initiated and financed a package of 31 CEN standards on the holistic energy performance of buildings.

Regarding fossil fuels (paragraph 53), the Fuel quality directive 98/70/EC sets specifications for the physical composition of fuels and applies to all fuels imported and produced in the EU. A proposal to amend the directive was put forward by the Commission in January 2007 which included extending the scope of the directive to cover greenhouse gas emissions, based on lifecycle calculations. This would take into account all processes from extraction through transport, processing, fuel composition to distribution.

In the revision of the fuel quality directive (2003/17/EC) the Commission propose a 10% CO2 reduction in the fuel production chain by 2020, hence alternative fuels contributing to this target will be favoured (paragraph 47).

As regards research on alternative fuels and hydrogen and electricity-powered cars (paragraphs 45 and 47), the requests in the resolution will be addressed in the coming communication on Strategic Energy Technologies, also known as the SET-Plan, which will be adopted shortly.
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