
CONSULTATION PROCEDURE REQUIRING A SINGLE READING

European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Council Decision establishing Statutes for the Euratom Supply Agency

1.
Rapporteur: Romana JORDAN CIZELJ (PPE-DE/SI)

2.
EP reference number: A6-0376/2007 / P6_TA-PROV(2007)0502

3.
Date of adoption of the Resolution: 13 November 2007

4.
Subject: Statutes for the Euratom Supply Agency

5.
Inter-institutional reference number: 2007/0043(CNS)

6.
Legal Basis: Article 54 of the Treaty establishing the European Atomic Energy Community, in particular Article 54 (2) thereof

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE)

8.
Commission's position: The Commission can accept a majority of the amendments adopted by the European Parliament. In many cases, the proposed amendments enrich and clarify the initial proposal.

Of the 38 amendments proposed, the Commission's position is that:

· 22 amendments are acceptable as proposed ( 2, 3, 5, 9, 10, 13, 18, 20, 21, 22, 23, 25, 26, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 36, 37, 38 ) 

· 4 amendments are acceptable with modified wording (4, 7, 11, 27)

· 12 amendments are not acceptable (1, 6, 8, 12, 14, 15, 16, 17, 19, 24, 34, 35)

In amendments 1 and 14 it is suggested to apply the Inter-institutional Agreement of 17 May 2006 between the European Parliament, the Council and the Commission on budgetary discipline and sound financial management. The Parliament regards the Agency as a new agency on which the Inter-institutional Agreement – especially point 47 - is applicable. But the Agency exists since 1960 on the basis of Articles 52 - 56 of the Euratom Treaty. The current Statutes of the Agency date from 6 December 1958. This is why these amendments are not acceptable.

Amendments 6 and 8 are not acceptable because it is the right of the Commission to appoint the Director General of the Agency and to decide where the Agency has its seat (Article 53 (1) Euratom Treaty). A consultation of the Advisory Committee is not foreseen and the Advisory Committee is not mentioned in the Treaty. The purpose of the Advisory Committee is to give advice for the work of the Agency.

Amendments 16, 17 and 19 do not correspond to Article 171 (1 and 2) in the Euratom Treaty. According to this rule the estimates of the Agency shall not be drawn up with those of the Community, but shall be budgeted for in a special account. In addition, the amendments do not correspond to Article 10 of Protocol No 12 amending the Treaty establishing the European Atomic Energy Community, which states the following: "The revenue and expenditure of the European Atomic Energy Community, except for those of the Supply Agency and Joint Undertakings, shall be shown in the budget of the Union."

Amendment 12 is not acceptable, since the staff of the Agency consist of officials of the Commission.

Amendment 15 is contrary to the request by the Court of Auditors. The Court of Auditors made in its report on the accounts of the Agency for the year 1992 a request to change the budgetary system. Following this request, as from the year 1994, the expenditure for the salaries of the staff of the Agency and renting its office space has been included in the expenditure of the Commission.

Amendment 24 would create unnecessary bureaucracy. The management of the Advisory Committee is sufficient with one chair and two vice chair persons. There is no need to add advisors. On the contrary, this would make the management of the Committee more complicated. It is difficult to foresee the budgetary implications, but it may create some additional expenditures.

Amendments 34 and 35 are not acceptable because the convention of the Advisory Committee has financial implications (see Article 14 paragraph 7 of the Proposal). Therefore only the Director General of the Agency can do that. He has the responsibility for the budget of the Agency.

Amendments 4, 7, 11 and 27 are acceptable with somewhat modified wording.

9.
Previsions regarding a modified proposal: No modified proposal. However the Commission's position on the adopted amendments as outlined above were communicated orally to the Council at the Atomic Questions Working Party 4 December 2007.
10.
Outlook for adoption of the proposal: The Council is expected to adopt the proposal in December 2007.
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