European Parliament resolution on the interoperability of digital interactive television services
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6.
Brief analysis / assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

The resolution stresses the importance of technological neutrality and the principle of interoperability. It supports the Commission's approach not to mandate a single standard for interactive TV.

Parliament affirms that the new audiovisual technologies should allow the broadcasting of pluralist information and quality programmes, accessible to an ever increasing number of citizens. It points out that respect for pluralism of information and diversity of content is not automatically guaranteed by technological progress but must be implemented by national and European public authorities through an active, steadfast and vigilant policy. Given the role of television in a globalised society, Parliament considers that the technical and legislative choices relating to interoperability should not merely be of an economic nature, but also of a social and cultural nature and stresses that above all attention should be paid to users' interests. It stresses that the establishment of digital platforms is essential to maintaining a common public media zone following the abandonment of analogue technology and calls on Member States to promote the provision of wireless digital interactive television services with guaranteed reception from all proprietary platforms.

Parliament maintains that the success of the transition from analogue to digital in a short time period is a prerequisite and a priority. In this line, it is concerned about possible delays in meeting the 2012 deadline. It calls on the Member States to speed up the transfer to digital television, taking account of market demand and topographical and regional demographic factors, and calls on those Member States which have not yet drawn up a national plan for the full switchover to digital television to do so by the end of 2008.

Parliament takes the view that the coordinated development of digital television at Community level is essential if users are to benefit from the advantages of the internal market and in order to reduce the price of television receiving equipment and to achieve greater penetration by digital interactive television services. Accordingly, it urges the Commission to support Member States in drawing up a common plan of action at Community level. The Commission is asked to submit a report on the results of the exchanges of good practices, forums and working groups among stakeholders, including consumers’, users’ and viewers’ associations.

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Finland, Sweden and important areas in Germany have already switched off analogue terrestrial TV transmission completely. The overwhelming majority of Member States is expected to meet the 2012 switch-off deadline. Only three Member States have indicated switch-off dates after 2012; two Member States have not yet finally decided upon the analogue switch-off date.

The Commission seeks to ensure that European citizens enjoy the benefits of digital television, including a growing range of interactive digital TV services, available on an increasing number of transmission platforms. It considers that the market is best served at the present time by continuing to rely on industry-led voluntary standardisation initiatives. Developments in the market have shown that interoperability can be achieved when stakeholders act together with a common aim to implement a technical standard like MHP, but this in itself is not sufficient to ensure the emergence and growth of interactive digital television services; further business and technical developments are needed.

The Commission’s priorities are now to work with Member States to ensure the successful switchover to digital TV, which is a pre-requisite for having interactive digital services, and to support open standards and the ongoing cooperation on interoperability and exchange of best practice between Member States and between stakeholders.

Today, the demand for interactive TV remains limited. The most successful applications have been in the area of quiz shows, sport, gambling and reality television. The use of interactive TV for public services (e.g. communicating with the citizens) needs to be encouraged.

The Commission will continue to work with Member States on the switchover from analogue to digital TV and on interoperability of interactive TV. The Commission will also continue to report to the European Parliament and to the public at large about the digital TV market, interactive TV services and stakeholders' co-operation.
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