
CONSULTATION PROCEDURE REQUIRING A SINGLE READING

European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Council regulation establishing a multi-annual recovery plan for bluefin tuna in the Eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean

1.
Rapporteur: Iles BRAGHETTO (PSE/IT)
2.
EP reference number: A6-0408/2007 / P6_TA-PROV(2007)0532
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 15 November 2007

4.
Subject: Recovery plan for bluefin tuna in the Eastern Atlantic and the Mediterranean
5.
Inter-institutional reference number: 2007/0058(CNS)

6.
Legal basis: Article 37 of the EC Treaty

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Fisheries Committee (PECH)

8.
Commission’s position: The Commission can accept certain amendments adopted by Parliament.

Amendments 1-2 – Accepted

Amendment 3 – Rejected

The Commission cannot accept this amendment because there is no direct link to the Recovery Plan for Bluefin Tuna. The Plan does not contain this measure.

Amendment 4 – Rejected

The Commission cannot accept this amendment. This proposal transposes into Community law the recommendation adopted by ICCAT. The recommendation is binding for Contracting Parties, and the Community has the responsibility to ensure that it is incorporated into Community legislation to ensure its implementation.

The derogation relating to fishing areas was granted to take into account some seasonal fisheries which operate there (Norway).

All Contracting Parties have agreed to this derogation, which represented a part of the final compromise.

However, the Recovery Plan may be revised in 2008 on the basis of new scientific advice or weaknesses detected in its implementation.

Amendment 5 – Accepted

Amendment 6 – Rejected

The Commission cannot accept this amendment because the derogation relating to minimum size was integrated into the Recovery Plan and the Community, as Contracting Party, has the responsibility to ensure that it is incorporated into Community legislation to ensure its implementation.

The derogations were granted for artisanal fleets (bait boat) because their impact on catches is insignificant. In addition, they include a series of strict conditions (e.g. limited number of vessels, limited catches and designated ports). These derogations have been agreed by all the Contracting Parties.

The Recovery Plan may be revised in 2008 on the basis of new scientific advice or weaknesses detected in its implementation.

Amendments 7-8 – Accepted

Amendment 9 – Rejected

Whereas the Commission fully understands the spirit behind this amendment and fully supports strict compliance with International Commission for Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT) rules, it cannot accept it since the proposal does not include measures to address these issues.

This is a general policy issue and, in the 2008 reform of the CFP control framework, the Commission will examine the appropriate actions against Member States which do not comply with Common Fisheries Policy rules.

The Commission has noted failings in the reporting of catch data, which are necessary to monitor the uptake of the EU quota in real time and are also a crucial element for the Recovery Plan to work.

The Commission has instigated infringement procedures against all seven Member States which take part in the bluefin tuna fishery.

Amendment 10 – Rejected

The Commission cannot accept this amendment in this context since this proposal does not include measures to address this issue.

For the first time the Recovery Plan regulates trap activity (list of traps, catch report) and will in the future enable evaluation of the impact of this fishing activity on the stock.
Amendment 11 – Rejected

Whereas the Commission understands the spirit behind this proposal and supports the idea of the harmonization of sanctions, it cannot accept this amendment in this context since this proposal does not include measures to address this issue.

The Commission will examine this issue in the context of control policy reform in 2008.

9.
Outlook for the amendments of the proposal: No amended proposal but several of the amendments adopted by Parliament are expected to be included in the final decision of the Council.
10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: The proposal was adopted at the November 2007 Council.
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