European Parliament resolution on the draft Commission decision establishing a Special Measure 2007 for Iraq

1.
Resolution tabled pursuant to Rule 81 of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure by the Committee on Development

2.
EP reference number: B6-0422/2007 / P6_TA-PROV(2007)0481

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 25 October 2007

4.
Subject: Special Measure 2007 for Iraq

5.
Brief analysis / assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The Resolution takes the view that the Millennium Development Goals are not clearly presented as a main priority in the draft Special Measure for Iraq for 2007, which is not in compliance with Article 2(1) of Regulation (EC) No 1905/2006
. Further, it considers that, in the draft Special Measure for Iraq for 2007, the Commission exceeds the implementing powers laid down in the basic act by selecting as one of the areas of intervention ‘Feasibility Study for the Akkas Gas Field', the overall objective of which is not in compliance with Article 2(1) and (4) of Regulation (EC) No 1905/2006, in that, firstly, the primary objective of the Special Measures is not the eradication of poverty and in that, secondly, the stated objectives do not fulfil the criteria for Official Development Assistance (ODA) established by the Development Assistance Committee of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD/DAC). Finally, the Resolution calls on the Commission to withdraw or amend its draft decision establishing Special Measure for Iraq for 2007, and to submit to the relevant management committee a new draft decision fully respecting the provisions of Regulation (EC) No 1905/2006.
6.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
As to objectives of Regulation (EC) No 1905/2006, the Commission agrees that the predominant objective of our co-operation must be the eradication of poverty. The Commission believes also that the proposed action programme for Iraq is fully in line with the said regulation including the criteria established by the OECD/DAC. However in the meantime the Commission has been advised by the Iraqi Government that the feasibility study for the Akkas Gas field should not be pursued as envisaged as it is no longer possible to implement the proposed activities under the anticipated conditions. Therefore the Commission intends to approve the 2007 Special Measures without the Akkas Gas field project.
----------
� European Parliament and Council Regulation (EC) No 1905/2006 of 18 December 2006 establishing a financing instrument for development cooperation (OJ L 378, 27.12.2006, p. 41).





