
CONSULTATION PROCEDURE REQUIRING A SINGLE READING

European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Council Framework Decision combating certain forms and expressions of racism and xenophobia by means of criminal law

1.
Rapporteur: Martine ROURE (PSE/FR)

2.
EP reference number: A6-0444/2007 / P6_TA-PROV(2007)0552
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 29 November 2007

4.
Subject: combating certain forms and expressions of racism and xenophobia by means of criminal law

5.
Interinstitutional reference number: 2001/0270 (CNS)

6.
Legal basis: Article 34 2B TUE, Article 39 1 EU Treaty

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs (LIBE)

8.
Commission‘s position: The Commission can accept certain amendments adopted by the European Parliament, namely: 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 15.

The Commission cannot, however, accept the following amendments:

Amendment 2: The Commission cannot accept because it is already clear from the proposal that the Framework Decision establishes minimum standards;

Amendment 7: The Commission cannot accept because the new wording does not help widen the scope of the Framework Decision;

Amendments 10, 11, 12 and 16: provisions on liability of legal persons are "standard" provisions (for instance Article 9 of the Framework Decision on combating terrorism has the same wording) and to remain consistent with previously agreed EU legal instruments the text should not be changed;

Amendment 13: as for amendment 2, there is no need to stress that Member States can go further;

Amendment 17 cannot be accepted insofar it obliges the Council, when conducting the review of the Framework Decision, to take into consideration the opinion of NGOs, which are not institutional stakeholders and also not easy to identify;

Amendment 18: this is a standard provision in previously agreed law and there is no reason to change it.

9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: the Commission does not intend to modify its proposal
10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: Council reached political consensus on the proposal in April 2007. It is nevertheless difficult to foresee a date for adoption given that several Member States still hold parliamentary reservations that need to be lifted prior to formal adoption.
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