European Parliament resolution on the full application of the provisions of the Schengen acquis in the Czech Republic, the Republic of Estonia, the Republic of Latvia, the Republic of Lithuania, the Republic of Hungary, the Republic of Malta, the Republic of Poland, the Republic of Slovenia and the Slovak Republic
1.
Political groups which tabled the resolution pursuant to Rule 103(2) of the European Parliament's Rules of Procedure: PPE-DE, PSE, ALDE, Verts/ALE, UEN

2.
EP reference number: B6-0448/2007 / P6-TA-PROV(2007)0535
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 15 November 2007
4.
Subject: Full application of the Schengen acquis in 9 Member States

5.
Background of the resolution: As of 21 of December the Schengen area will be enlarged.  The EP was consulted on the Council Decision on lifting of Border Controls.  It is a great achievement of the European Union.

6.
Analysis of the text and of Parliament’s requests: The Resolution is meant to be a political statement on the Schengen enlargement and it stresses the need to continue efforts to implement Schengen Information System II as soon as possible.

7.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

The Schengen evaluation has now been completed and it has become evident that Estonia, the Czech Republic, Lithuania, Hungary, Latvia, Malta, Poland, Slovakia and Slovenia have proven to correctly apply the Schengen acquis in all fields.  The Commission is proud that as of 21st of December all citizens of the enlarged Schengen space will benefit from quicker and easier travelling.  For all the Member States of the Union this shows the benefit from acting together in the European framework. An area without internal border control is an amazing achievement without historical precedent. This is truly symbolic for a united Europe and a basic right for European citizens.

The process of evaluation will continue. In accordance with the Hague Programme, the Commission in September 2008, will present a proposal to enhance the effectiveness of the evaluation mechanism.

As regards SIS II, the Commission is taking all necessary measures to ensure that it can start operation quickly while ensuring at the same time a smooth migration form the current SIS to SIS II.
-----------
