
CODECISION PROCEDURE – First reading

European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Directive 98/71/EC on the legal protection of designs

1.
Rapporteur: Klaus-Heiner LEHNE (PPE-DE/DE)

2.
EP reference number: A6-0453/2007 / P6_TA-PROV(2007)0609
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 12 December 2007

4.
Subject: the legal protection of designs
5.
Inter-institutional reference number: 2004/0203(COD)
6.
Legal basis: Article 95 EC Treaty
7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Legal Affairs (JURI)

8.
Commission's position: The Commission can accept certain amendments.

The Commission takes the view that liberalising the after market for spare parts is in the best interest of European consumers and SMEs. Parliament's Opinion in first reading goes a long way in achieving this objective. The Commission considers that opening up the after market for spare parts should not be unduly delayed.

The Commission can therefore accept the following amendments:  1, 2, 3, 4 and 8.

9.

Outlook for amendment of the proposal: No amended proposal foreseen.

10.
Outlook for the adoption of a common position: The Commission hopes that Parliament's Opinion and support for opening the after market for spare parts to competition will give a new impetus to discussions in the Council with a view to reaching a Common Position as soon as possible.
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