
CONSULTATION PROCEDURE REQUIRING A SINGLE READING

European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Council regulation on information provision and promotion measures for agricultural products on the internal market and in third countries

1.
Rapporteur: Bogdan GOLIK (PSE/PL)

2.
EP reference number: A6-0461/2007 / – P6_TA-PROV(2007)0605

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 12 December 2007 
4.
Subject: Information provision and promotion measures for agricultural products

5.
Inter-institutional reference number: 2007/0095(CNS)

6.
Legal basis: Articles 36 and 37 of the Treaty establishing the European Community

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development (AGRI)

8.
Commission’s position: The Commission can accept some of the amendments adopted by the European Parliament.

Some amendments are already covered by the existing provisions of the relevant Council and/or Commission provision, such as the inclusion of the attributes of the European production model, the variety and tradition of the Community's food culture or the possibility to review, adapt and possibly enlarge the list of eligible products. (amendments 3, 4, 5, 10 and 13)

Other amendments can be accepted and introduced without delay into the Commission's proposal, such as moving the deadline for submitting the next report to the European Parliament and the Council from 31 December 2012 to 31 December 2010 (amendment 24) and foreseeing an increased share of EU financing in the budget of the promotion programmes in some particular cases. (amendments 9, 19 and 20)
A third category of amendments have been taken note of for further examination (amendments 1 and 11).  In those cases, the Commission shares partly or totally the view expressed by the Parliament but, for some reason, was not in a position to introduce those amendments for the time being: they need further examination, go beyond the scope of the ongoing merging exercise (amendments 7, 12, 16 and 17), or apply the Commission Regulation on promotion rather than to this Council Regulation (amendments 2 and 6).  This is the case for amendments regarding the yearly timetable for the presentation and evaluation of the programmes (amendment 21) or a possible revision of the rules regarding the use of commercial brands within the framework of co-financed marketing activities (amendment 8).
A final category of amendments cannot be supported by the Commission.  This is the case for amendments aiming at decreasing the share of the proposing organizations in the budget of the co-financed programmes (which, the Commission fears, could lead some of them to a less intense interest in the good management of those budgets) or at amending the role of the Commission in the scheme of EU co-financed promotion programmes (amendments 14, 15, 18, 22 and 23), for instance by replacing the existing Management Committees by Regulatory committees (because promotion measures fall under market measures, where decisions are normally adopted with the assistance of a management committee).

9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: With a view to supporting rapid progress in the Council framework, the Commission intends to draw the Council's attention to the Commission's position on Parliaments' amendments orally.

10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: The proposal was adopted by the Council on 17 December 2007.
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