
CONSULTATION PROCEDURE REQUIRING A SINGLE READING

European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Council Directive amending Directive 2006/112/EC with regard to certain temporary provisions concerning rates of value added tax

1.
Rapporteur: Ieke VAN DEN BURG (PSE/NL)

2.
EP reference number: A6-0469/2007 / P6-TA-PROV(2007)0587
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 11 December 2007

4.
Subject: Extension until 31/12/2010 of certain derogations on VAT rates granted to the new Member States

5.
Inter-institutional reference number: 2007/0136(CNS)

6.
Legal basis: Article 93 EC-Treaty

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs (ECON)

8.
Commission's position: The Commission cannot accept any of the amendments adopted by Parliament.

The amendments 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 cannot be accepted as they have to be understood as the Parliament's contribution to the ongoing reflection on the future policy in the field of reduced VAT rates (and partly to the discussion on a definitive regime for intra-Community transactions). They are therefore outside the scope of the present legislative proposal.

The amendment 1 is purely textual and as regards amendment 3, the compromise text of the proposal currently ready for adoption in the Council is different from the Commission Proposal. For these reasons a modification of the compromise proposal cannot be accepted.

Amendment 9 concerning the possibility of Member States of availing themselves of temporary derogations, where they have not applied them or no longer apply them cannot be accepted. Indeed, the Commission considers that if a Member State does not use a derogation or does not use it any more, that Member State proved to have adapted its economy to the internal market and to the adoption of the rules part of the "Community acquis" and that is precisely why derogations were granted.

9.
Outlook for the adoption of an amended proposal: The Commission does not intend to present an amended proposal.

10.
Outlook for the adoption of a common position: The Council adopted a compromise proposal, which does not include the amendments, on 20 December 2007. It was published in the Official Journal L346 of 29 December 2007.
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