
CONSULTATION PROCEDURE REQUIRING A SINGLE READING

European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Council regulation amending Regulation (EC) No 1782/2003 establishing common rules for direct support schemes under the common agricultural policy and establishing certain support schemes for farmers and Regulation (EC) No 1698/2005 on support for rural development by the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD)
1.
Rapporteur: Jan MULDER (ALDE/NL)

2.
EP reference number: A6-470/2007 / P6_TA-PROV(2007)0598

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 11 December 2007
4.
Subject: Support schemes for farmers (Cross-compliance)
5.
Inter-institutional reference number: 2007/0177(CNS)

6.
Legal basis: Articles 36, 37 and 299(2) of the Treaty establishing the European Community

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development (AGRI)

8.
Commission’s position: The Commission can accept some of the amendments adopted by the European Parliament.

Amendments 12, 15, 17, 18, 19, 24, 25, 26, 29 and 31 are covered by the compromise text of the Portuguese Presidency (replacement of the "10 month rule" by a single date, clarification of the liability of farmers, exemption from reductions under de minimis rule and rules for minor infringements and their follow-up, phasing-in of full cross compliance in new Member States applying the SAPS). This compromise takes into account the Commission's position. The Commission is ready to accept amendment 31 provided that the €100 ceiling for the de minimis rule would cover both CAP pillars together once the rule has been extended to the 2nd pillar.

A number of other amendments concern Commission rules (control and sanctions provisions) and have been taken into account with the new Commission Regulation adopted on 20 December 2007. This concerns amendments 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 13, 20, 22, 23 and 28.

The extension of SAPS to 2013 (amendment 27) will be considered within the Health Check framework.

All other amendments cannot be accepted:

· Commission report every 2 years (amendments 5 and 21): the Commission considers as appropriate to report only when needed.

· General statements (amendments 1 and 2) and harmonised transposition of Directives (amendment 14): these amendments are too far reaching and out of the scope of this legislative exercise.

9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: With a view to supporting rapid progress in the Council framework, the Commission intends to draw the Council's attention to the Commission's position on Parliaments' first reading amendments orally.
10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: The Council is expected to adopt the proposal under Slovenian Presidency in the beginning of 2008.
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