
CONSULTATION PROCEDURE REQUIRING A SINGLE READING

European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Council regulation on the common organisation of the market in wine and amending certain Regulations

1.
Rapporteur: Giuseppe CASTIGLIONE (PPE-DE/IT)

2.
EP reference number: A6-0477/2007 / – P6_TA-PROV(2007)0610

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 12 December 2007
4.
Subject: Common organisation of the market in wine

5.
Inter-institutional reference number: 2007/0138(CNS)

6.
Legal basis: Articles 36 and 37 of the Treaty establishing the European Community

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development (AGRI)

8.
Commission’s position: During the debate in the Plenary on 11 December 2007 the Commission underlined its appreciation of the very constructive approach of the Parliament to the proposal on wine reform. It also acknowledged the considerable work of the Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development in particular its efforts to enable the Plenary to finalise its Report and Resolution in time to allow the Portuguese Presidency to reach a political agreement in the December Council. It did not, however, formally accept the amendments adopted by the European Parliament but indicated that it was ready to find a compromise on a number of issues.

9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: The EP resolution contains a number of proposals for amendments on planting rights, grubbing-up, chaptalisation, aid on grape must, distillation, wine making practices, classification of wine, labelling, the measures in the support programmes and their financing, the transfer of funds from the wine budget to the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development, the application of cross-compliance rules to certain measures and the date of entry into force of the new wine CMO.

The Commission, before and after the Plenary, made significant modifications to its proposal in almost all of the areas of concern to the EP. It could not accept, however, many of the suggestions to reintroduce market support measures at Community level. Neither could it accept that there would be no end date on the ban on new plantings of vines nor the EP's proposed non-application of cross-compliance provisions in the wine sector notably as regards certain elements of the support programmes and grubbing-up.

10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: The Council reached a political agreement on the Portuguese Presidency compromise package on 19 December 2007.
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