
CONSULTATION PROCEDURE REQUIRING A SINGLE READING

European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Council Directive on the marketing of fruit plant propagating material and fruit plants intended for fruit production (recast version)
1.
Rapporteur: Ioannis GKLAVAKIS (PPE-DE/EL)
2.
EP reference number: A6-0480/2007 / P6_TA-PROV(2007)0586
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 11 December 2007
4.
Subject: the marketing of fruit plant propagating material and fruit plants intended for fruit production

5.
Inter-institutional reference number: 2007/0014(CNS)

6.
Legal basis: Article 37 of the Treaty
7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development (AGRI)

8.
Commission's position: The Commission can accept some of the amendments adopted by the European Parliament.

The Commission can accept the following amendments wholly or partly and subject to rewording: 7, 8, 11, and 24.

(a) Amendments 8 and 11 can be wholly accepted

Amendment 8 is acceptable as the element deleted in the proposal is not essential and mentioned only as example. Amendment 11 can be accepted although the proposal to add in the definition of "clone" the reference to "species of fruit plant" is implicit taking into account the scope of the Directive.

(b) Amendments 7 and 24 can be partially accepted, subject to redrafting:

In particular for amendment 24, the Commission can agree on the principle to extend the dates mentioned for the keeping records.

The Commission cannot accept the following amendments: 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29 and 30.

(a) Concerning amendments 10, 19, and 26, the measures proposed are in conflict with existing provisions of the current text which remain unchanged by the recast exercise – for example, introduction of measures aiming to authorise Member States to adopt more stringent measures for domestic production, whereas one unchanged provision of the Directive indicates that Member States shall refrain from imposing more stringent conditions or marketing restrictions to propagating material (Amendment 19).

(b) Concerning amendments 12, 13, 14, 15, 22, 28 and 30, the measures proposed lay down provisions which duplicate other provisions of the Directive – for example Amendment 22 introduces in Article 5 conditions as regards varieties identification and labelling which are already set out in article 7. Other example: Amendment 30 is not necessary taking into account the contents of Article 22(2).

(c) Concerning amendments 4, 5, 9, 20, 21 and 23, very detailed conditions are proposed for suppliers and propagating material which are disproportionate and contrary to the objective of simplification (amendments 5 and 18), in particular: - deletion of the exemption contained in the draft proposal for suppliers marketing only to persons not professionally engaged in the production, reproduction or sale of propagating material or fruit plant (amendments 4, 9, 23); - obligation for suppliers to hold a specific licence whereas the draft Directive already foresees that they have to be registered (amendment 20); - obligation for a supplier to market propagating material or fruit plants to have a specialisation in this field sector and be agronomist (amendment 21).

(d) Concerning amendments 2, 16, 17 and 25, the aim is to introduce in the draft Directive requirements falling within the scope of other Community legislation, namely Regulation (EC) N°1829/2003 on genetically modified food and feed.

(e) Concerning amendments 6 and 18, the aim is to introduce in the draft Directive requirements falling within the scope of other Community legislation, namely Regulation (EC) N°1698/2005 on support for rural development by European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development.

(f) Concerning Amendments 3, 27 and 29, the amendments are contrary to the need to ensure the clarity of Community legislation; amendment 3 is not necessary as the registration implies existence of a register; the use of the term "comitology" in Amendment 27 is not appropriate; as regards Amendment 29 it is of good legislative practice to set a precise date the end of the period being, where possible, the last day of a month, instead of a period starting the day of entry into force.

(g) Amendment 1 cannot be accepted as the reference to intra-community trade is an important precision which is common to all the directives on seed and reproductive material and not reproduced elsewhere in the Directive.

9.
Outlook for the amendment of the proposal: No amended proposal. However, the Commission will ensure that some of the concerns expressed by the rapporteur are taken into account when adopting implementing measures.

10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: The proposal is still under discussion at Council Working Party level.
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