CO-DECISION PROCEDURE – First reading

European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Directive 98/70/EC as regards the specification of petrol, diesel and gas-oil and introducing a mechanism to monitor and reduce greenhouse gas emissions from the use of road transport fuels and amending Council Directive 1999/32/EC, as regards the specification of fuel used by inland waterway vessels and repealing Directive 93/12/EEC 
1.
Rapporteur: Dorette CORBEY (PSE/NL)

2.
EP reference number: A6-0496/2008 / P6-TA-PROV(2008)0613

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 17 December 2008

4.
Subject: specification of petrol, diesel and gas-oil and introducing a mechanism to monitor and reduce greenhouse gas emissions from the use of road transport fuels and the specification of fuel used by inland waterway vessels

5.

Inter-institutional reference number: 2007/0019(COD)

6.
Legal basis: Article 95 TEC and Article 175(1) thereof in relation to Articles 1(5) and 2 of the Directive.

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI)

8.
Commission's position: The Commission accepts all amendments.

On 17 December 2008, the European Parliament adopted amendment 49 which contains a consolidated text of a directive amending Directive 98/70/EC as a result of informal trilogues between the Council and the European Parliament aimed at reaching agreement at first reading.

Amendment 49 is acceptable to the Commission in full, as it clarifies and improves upon the Commission proposal.

The main features of Amendment 49 can be sum up as follows:

Amendment 49 clarifies or adds useful elements to the recitals and the provisions amending the scope and definitions of the Directive 98/70/EC, as well as to the provision amending Directive 1999/32/EC.

As to the life cycle greenhouse gas emission reductions per unit of energy from fuel and energy supplied, amendment 49 introduces a binding 6 % reduction target by 31 December 2020, compared to the EU-average level of lifecycle greenhouse gas emissions per unit of energy from fossil fuels in 2010, complemented by further two 2 % reduction targets which can be made binding following a review and a subsequent amendment of Directive 98/70/EC. Amendment 49 also duplicates recitals and provisions on sustainability aspects of biofuels contained in the Directive on the promotion of the use of energy from renewable sources.

As regards fuel specifications, amendment 49 sets conditions for the use of petrol vapour pressure waivers which will help to ensure that the risk of undesirable impacts is minimised. Amendment 49 introduces a limit for the use of MMT in fuel and a corresponding labelling obligation.

To sum up, amendment 49 achieves a satisfactory balance between the environmental ambition level and the need to ensure competitiveness for industry. Therefore, the Commission accepts it in full.

9.
Outlook for the adoption of an amended proposal: The Commission services do not intend to adopt an amended proposal as agreement has been reached between Council and Parliament at 1st reading.

10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: The Council is expected to adopt the agreed text as an 'A' point at a future Council.
