European Parliament resolution on Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs)

1.
Political Groups which tabled the resolution pursuant to Rule 103(4) of the European Parliament's Rules of Procedure: PPE-DE, ALDE, UEN
2.
EP reference number: B6-0497/2007 / P6_TA-PROV(2007)0614

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 12 December 2007

4.
Subject: negotiations on Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs)

5.
Brief analysis / assessment of the resolution and requests made in it: The Resolution takes note of the Commission's policy proposals and the first interim agreements negotiated in the autumn of 2007. It calls for negotiations of full EPAs to continue as soon as possible including non-goods issues such as services and investment, while pointing out that agreement will depend on ACP commitment to these issues. The Resolution emphasises the importance of regional integration and market building for successful EPAs and the socioeconomic development of the ACP States. It calls for full asymmetry and flexibility in the agreements compatible with WTO requirements. It stresses the need for rapid, increased support for trade-related assistance in full accordance with the EU aid-for-trade strategy.

6.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
The Commission fully agrees with the Resolution's request in paragraph 7 to continue negotiations on non-goods issues as soon as possible  as these issues are crucial for enhancing regional integration, trade, investment and growth. At the same time flexibility is needed to address the specific situation in different ACP regions, e.g. in the services and investment negotiations (paragraph 12). Similarly, asymmetry is required to reflect the different levels of ACP and EU development, e.g. in terms of product coverage, transitional period and the timetable for tariff dismantlement, while remaining WTO-compatible (paragraphs 8, 10). In all this the Commission is also continuing to take account of the outermost regions and the overseas countries and territories, referred to in paragraph 9, through specific provisions in the agreements and regular information and consultation of these entities and the Member States to which they belong or are linked. Under the auspices of the Commission a sustainability impact assessment has accompanied the negotiations from the beginning, with special attention to the vulnerable groups mentioned in paragraph 14 of the Resolution; the Commission will continue to monitor and study the socioeconomic impact of the EPAs during the negotiations and following their conclusion. The call for concrete aid-for-trade commitments in paragraph 15 is not only directed at the Commission but also at Member States, especially where additionality to the EDF is sought. The Commission has already provided for supplementary support for EPAs within the EDF and such support is reflected in the agreements negotiated with ACP States. The Commission intends to fully respect the Parliament's competence with regard to the agreements and is already evaluating them from that perspective. At the same time it takes careful note of the Parliament's request to apply the assent procedure across the board, pursuant to Article 300(3) of the Treaty.
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