
CONSULTATION PROCEDURE REQUIRING A SINGLE READING

European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Council regulation on the measures to be undertaken by the Commission in 2008-13 making use of the remote-sensing applications developed within the framework of the common agricultural policy
1.
Rapporteur: Friedrich-Wilhelm GRAEFE zu BARINGDORF (Verts/ALE/DE)

2.
EP reference number: A6-508/2007 / P6_TA-PROV(2008)0010

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 16 January 2008

4.
Subject: Commission measures in 2008-2013 to make use of CAP remote sensing applications

5.
Inter-institutional reference number: 2007/0132(CNS)

6.
Legal basis: Article 33 of the Treaty

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development (AGRI)

8.
Commission’s position: The Commission cannot accept any of the amendments adopted by the European Parliament.

Amendment 1 (Recital 2): the Commission is of the view that given that the LUCAS project is not concerned by the proposal, there is no necessity to refer to it. Regarding the second part of the amendment, the Commission maintains that the agro-meteorological system has demonstrated its effectiveness. Therefore, the Commission rejects the amendment.

Amendment 2 (Recital 2a (new)): the Commission considers that the scope of the proposal is clearly defined and rejects the amendment.
Amendment 3 (Recital 5): it is not the purpose of the Commission to use the agro-meteorological system for control purposes. The low resolution level of satellite images utilised by the system does not allow controls of any sort. Therefore the Commission rejects the amendment.

Amendment 4 (Article 1, paragraph 1, introductory part): the agro-meteorological system contributes operationally to the management of the Common Agricultural Policy and therefore fits naturally within the framework of the European Agricultural Guaranty Fund. The Commission rejects the amendment.

Amendment 5 (Article 1, paragraph 1, point (a): the proposal of the Commission does not indicate that the agro-meteorological system is the only tool utilised for the management of agricultural markets as other tools, including farm surveys, provide useful information. Therefore the Commission rejects the amendment.

Amendment 6 (Article 1, paragraph 1, point (c)) the information referred to in point (b) of the Commission proposal is not of a nature that would allow utilisations such as controls of farmers. Therefore the Commission rejects the amendment.

Amendment 7 (Article 1, paragraph 2, point (b)): the website of the JRC Agriculture Unit already exists and makes the relevant information and data available to the public. Moreover, the proposal provides for the access to information generated by the agro-meteorological system (Article 1, paragraph 1, point (c)). Therefore the Commission rejects the amendment.

Amendment 8 (Article 1, paragraph 2, point (ba) (new)): the Commission welcomes the principle of setting up an inventory of projects and initiatives in the field of space and remote-sensing. However, the present Commission proposal does not seem to be the right place for this. This would indeed fall in the realm of the Global Monitoring for Environment and Security (GMES) European initiative. Therefore the Commission rejects the amendment.

9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: No amended proposal.
10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: The proposal was adopted by the Council on 21 January 2008.
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