
CONSULTATION PROCEDURE REQUIRING A SINGLE READING
European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Council decision implementing Regulation (EC) No 168/2007 as regards the adoption of a Multi-annual Framework for the European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights for 2007-2012
1.
Rapporteur: Michael CASHMAN (PSE/UK)

2.
EP reference number: A6-0514/2007 / P6_TA-PROV(2008)0014
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 17 January 2007

4.
Subject: adoption of a Multi-annual Framework for the European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights for 2007-2012

5.
Inter-institutional reference number : 2007/0189(CNS)

6.
Legal basis: Article 5 of Regulation (EC) No 168/2007 of 15 February 2007 establishing a European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights 

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs (LIBE)

8.
Commission's position: The Commission can accept some of the amendments adopted by the European Parliament.

The Commission can accept amendments 1, 2 (regarding the notion of ethnic minorities), 3, 4, 5, 8 and 13 (in part regarding the notion of multiple discrimination) as well as Amendment 15 (regarding the notion of social exclusion) and Amendment 16.

The Commission cannot accept the following amendments:

Amendments 2 (in part), 7 and 13 regarding the adding of "traditional national minorities and linguistic minorities": they do not correspond with the better regulation requirements or are already covered by the proposal;

Amendments 10, 11 and 18: they do not comply with the basic Regulation;

Amendment 12: it would significantly limit the scope of the thematic areas to be dealt with by the Agency as laid down in Article 2 of the Commission's proposal;
Amendments 14 and 15 (in part): they fall outside Community competence or the competence of the Agency;
Amendment 17: it goes beyond the basic Regulation.
The Commission is in principle ready to accept Amendment 6 although it believes that the proposal for the Multi-annual Framework is not an appropriate place to introduce general statements on the nature and definition of human rights. This is best done in relevant international conventions and in the Charter of Fundamental Rights.

However, the Commission will not oppose this amendment if both the Council and the Parliament are willing to accept it.

Amendment 9 (a reference to a review of the Multi-annual framework before the five-year period) is not necessary, given that the basic Regulation already provides the Commission, the Council and the Parliament with the possibility to request to go outside the scope of Article 2 of the Multi-annual Framework.

9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: The Commission will present orally its position on the amendments proposed in the European Parliament's opinion in the course of the discussions in COREPER. The Council will discuss amendments proposed by the Parliament in the one of the next COREPER meetings.

10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: The Slovenian Presidency intends to adopt the proposal as soon as possible. According to the present schedule, the proposal will be on the agenda of COREPER meeting of 14 February 2008.
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