European Parliament resolution on the EU's Strategy to deliver market access for European companies
1.
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2.
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4.
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5.
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6.
Background of the resolution:

The EP resolution on the EU's strategy to deliver market access for European companies is the European Parliament's answer to the Commission communication on "Global Europe: a stronger partnership to deliver market access for European exporters" of April 2007 (COM(2007)183).  It follows the Council Conclusions of June 2007 on the same subject and equally endorses the renewed market access strategy which is a key element of the Global Europe trade policy.

The views of the European Parliament have already been actively sought prior to the adoption of the Commission's Communication in the broad public consultation process.

7.
Analysis of the text and of Parliament’s requests:

The EP resolution welcomes the Commission's initiative to set up a stronger partnership to deliver market access for European exporters, and asks for an ambitious implementation of the revised strategy, in order to achieve concrete results for European businesses and to contribute to the achievement of the Lisbon Strategy objectives. It welcomes the Commission's proposals for a stronger partnership between the Commission, the Member States and EU businesses, and invites the Commission to coordinate actions and harness resources which would otherwise be scattered.  At the same time, it also calls on the Member States and European businesses to bring in their resources, expertise and specific know-how to enhance our joint barrier removal capacity. The resolution highlights a number of recommendations for an efficient implementation of the market access strategy, including particular attention to the needs of SMEs. It equally recognises the importance of market access initiatives in third countries, and stresses the need for an unambiguous and ambitious mandate to be given to Commission delegations and the newly created Market Access Teams which include Members States and EU businesses.

8.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

During the discussion in the EP Plenary Session (19 February 2008) of the EP's market access report, Commissioner Mandelson thanked the Committee for International Trade for the very constructive report and welcomed the EP's strong support for the renewed market access strategy on which Commission and EP share a common vision. The Commission appreciates the call on all stakeholders to participate actively to the partnership, and is grateful for the recognition that sufficient human and financial resources are needed to deliver better market access.

The Commission is pleased that a number of requests and commendations have already been implemented in the course of 2007. To give some examples:

· The role of the Market Access Advisory Committee (MAAC) has been enhanced, with more meetings and specialised working groups. Moreover, representatives of the business community now regularly participate in the MAAC.

· Close involvement of the Article 133 Committee and a permanent liaison with the Trade Barriers Committee have been ensured.

· Market Access Teams are being established in key markets.

· A complaint register has been created to serve as a single entry point.

At the same time, the Commission is aware that implementation of the renewed market access strategy is a dynamic process which requires constant adjustments.

Regarding the importance attached in the EP resolution to regular evaluation of results and appropriate reporting, the Commission concurs with this view and has presented a first Progress Report to the 133-Committee as foreseen in the Council Conclusions of June 2008. Commissioner Mandelson has underlined the Commission's availability to remain in regular dialogue with the EP and its competent Committees with a view to present progress in the implementation of the Market Access Partnership.
------------
PAGE  
2

