European Parliament resolution on the demographic future of Europe
1.
Rapporteur: Françoise CASTEX (PSE/FR)

2.
EP reference number: A6-0024/2008 / P6-TA-PROV(2008)0066
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 21 February 2008

4.
Subject: The demographic future of Europe
5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Employment and Social Affairs (EMPL)
6.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and of requests made in it:

The resolution takes a very favourable opinion regarding Communication COM(2006)0571. The EP not only shares the concern of the Commission for future demographic change and ageing, it also agrees with the proposed strategic policy responses. In particular it supports the message of the Commission that a holistic approach is needed and that reform efforts should be concentrated on five key areas: demographic renewal, more employment, higher productivity, receiving and integrating migrants and sustainable public finances for adequate social protection. The resolution also shares the Commission view that ageing is an important socio-economic achievement which not only poses a challenge but also presents new opportunities.

Most of the recommendations in the present resolution refer to demographic renewal. The EP also thinks that an improvement in the overall family friendliness of societies and possibilities for reconciling private and working life have the potential to increase the number of births in the EU. In this context, the EP regrets that the majority of Member States have not yet reached the 2002 Barcelona targets for child care and calls on the Commission to monitor this process more closely. Moreover the Commission is asked to review the 96/94/EC Directive regarding parental leave. The Commission is also asked to study how the role of fathers in families could be strengthened and pay more attention to the fact that the number of non traditional families is rising fast. The EP is very worried about the rise in infertility which is seen both as a public health issue and a general problem for society. In the resolution, the Commission is asked to call on the Member States to improve access to infertility treatments. The resolution does not explicitly mention the new European Alliance for Families even though the preamble mentions the Commission Communication of May 2007 on Intergenerational Solidarity in which this initiative was first presented.

7.
Response to the requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

· The Commission launched the second stage of a consultation of European Social Partners on the 96/94/EC Directive regarding parental leave within the context of Article 138(3) of the EC Treaty in July 2007. Depending on the outcome, the Commission may bring forward proposals to complement existing legislation in the area of reconciliation.

· The Commission has also taken over the initiative of the German Presidency concerning a European Alliance for Families. This Alliance will serve as a European platform for the exchange of information and good practices in the area of family policies.

· The Commission has created in June 2007 a new government expert group on demographic issues. This group, in which all Member States are represented, meets three times a year. It has decided to start with an evaluation of family policies and policies in the field of active ageing. Within the context of this group, the Commission has initiated several studies on topics such as: the cost of raising children and support for family carers. The Commission also works with the OECD to speed up the development of its new family indicator data base. The Commission has proposed to create a new Observatory for Family Policies. The Commission also prepared a special ESF brochure to increase the access to financial support from the Structural Funds for family friendly projects.
· The Commission has also started working on a Communication to look at how to take into account the needs of an ageing population in areas such as town and country planning, the environment or access to new technologies. It will pay special attention to the conditions and potential role for the Structural Funds for developing care provision adapted to the needs of dependent people and their families. In order to support this work, the Commission has launched a study to draw up an inventory of local and regional initiatives to prepare for ageing. The Commission will also organise a hearing on the subject before the summer.

· The Commission will also continue with its series of biennial demography Forums and Reports. The next Demography Forum is planned for November 24-25 in Brussels and the 2nd Demography Report is to be published in time for the Forum.
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