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6.
Brief analysis/assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:

The resolution provides an analysis of the current state of development cooperation in the new Member States; notes their priorities and outlines the biggest challenges for them in the years to come.
The priorities of the new MS are determined by their historical relations and ties with their immediate neighbours in the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) and in the Western Balkans, as well as a few countries which are members of the African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) Group of States.
It stresses the experience of the new Member States gained during the transition process, in particular good governance and the promotion of democracy. It also recognises that the biggest challenges for the new Member States in the coming years will be the increase in budgets and awareness-raising activities.

Calling on the EU to put to good use the experience of the transition management accumulated by the new Member States, it equally stresses the concrete benefit for the new Member States from more active participation in the European development cooperation policy.

The resolution specifically calls on the Commission to:

. launch a specific awareness-raising campaign focusing on the comparative advantages and added value of the new Member States with regard to cooperation and development issues;

. actively involve the new Member States in the preparation and negotiation of Action Plans, and in monitoring their implementation.

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:

The resolution has rightly emphasised the real challenges for the new Member States in the coming years, namely to rapidly build the administrative capacity, raise awareness on development issues, and increase their budgets for development cooperation.

The Commission, well aware of these challenges, has been supporting the new Member States since their accession and will continue to support them in their efforts to become full and active players in the formulation and implementation of the European development policy.

In February 2008 the Commission launched the Third Capacity Building Scheme for the EU-12. It will provide each Member State with tailor-made assistance. The first two programmes, carried out in 2004-2005 and 2006-2007 provided training and technical assistance in a range of areas such as institutional building for aid management, aid programming, budgeting and reporting, procurement issues, strategy formulation, advice on legal and policy framework and others. Building on this, the third scheme will go further and pay particular attention to the fulfilment of the obligations undertaken at EU level, with a focus on coordinating development efforts and processes. It will respond to the specific situation in each new Member State.

The Commission has equally contributed and will contribute in the future to raising broader awareness of the importance of the European development policy. Since 2004 Commission has carried out a number of activities such as seminars in all EU-10 capitals, translation of selected publications into EU-10 languages, media campaigns and evaluation of the EU-10 media/press environment.

In 2007 a special EU-12 Eurobarometer to assess public perceptions of development aid was conducted, and media evaluation for Romania and Bulgaria completed.  In October, an awareness raising project consisting of 12 parliamentary debates took place in the run-up to the European Development Days and the International Poverty Eradication Day. It was carried out by NGOs and Commission Representations, and funded by the UNDP.

For the future, the Commission is exploring options to build on the format for the European Development Days and Millennium Development Goals exercise. Possibilities include projects to raise awareness through local authorities (a "DEVDAYS 2008" model), projects with youth organisations, again targeting International Poverty Eradication Day, as well as lecture series touring EU-12 universities.
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