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6.
Background of the resolution:
This resolution is a reaction to the Commission's 2007 progress report on Croatia. It is generally well balanced, and highlights the main challenges ahead. Most of the pressing issues under the political criteria are addressed such as judicial and public administration reform, war crimes trials, minority rights, refugee return and regional cooperation. The tone of the resolution is however softer than the Commission's assessment in the 2007 Progress Report.

7.
Analysis of the text and of Parliament's requests:

The resolution no longer includes the objective of negotiations being finalised in time for the Parliament to give its assent before June 2009. In line with the rapporteur's amendment tabled to the plenary, paragraph 31 now reads : "Shares with the Commission the view that with increased efforts on the part of Croatia and continuous support of the EU institutions, accession negotiations should, in any event, be concluded in 2009". This paragraph does not correctly reflect the Commission position, which is that accession negotiations might be concluded in 2009, subject to the necessary conditions being met by Croatia. Moreover, the Commission disagrees with the notion that negotiations should be concluded in 2009 "in any event".

The resolution calls on the Commission to step up its efforts and increase resources available for handling negotiations. This is despite attempts by Commission representatives to disabuse MEPs of the notion that the Commission has been a bottleneck in the accession negotiations and to underline that progress in the negotiations is overwhelmingly in the hands of Croatia itself. It is Croatia that needs to pursue reforms with more vigour if the targets it has set itself are to be met.

The resolution also calls on the Commission to support under the Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance the implementation of the Constitutional law on national minorities as well as the restructuring of the shipbuilding sector.

8.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

As regards the call for the Commission to step up efforts in the negotiations, the Commission will continue to provide substantial financial and technical assistance to Croatia in order to help it fulfil the requirements of membership. Once sufficient progress has been made by Croatia in meeting opening or closing benchmarks, the Commission will prepare and submit in good time the necessary recommendations to the Member States for the positions to be taken in the Intergovernmental Conference. Ultimately, however, the pace of progress of Croatia towards the European Union will be determined by its own ability to meet all necessary conditions, on the basis of its own merits.

As regards calls for the Commission to support certain sectors under the Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance, the Commission is already providing pre-accession support in both sectors mentioned. Implementation of the Constitutional law on national minorities as well as the restructuring of the shipbuilding sector are both addressed as priorities in the Accession partnership with Croatia adopted by the Member States in February 2008. The Commission is ready to examine favourably new project proposals by the Croatian authorities in these areas.
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