European Parliament resolution on the 2007 Progress Report on the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia

1.
Rapporteur: Eric MEIJER (GUE/NGL/NL)

2.
EP reference number: A6-0059/2008 / P6-TA-PROV(2008)0172
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 23 April 2008

4.
Subject: Progress toward accession by the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia
5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET)
6.
Background of the resolution 2007 progress report on the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia.
7.
Analysis of the text and of Parliament’s requests:

The Resolution broadly agrees with the findings of the Commission's 2007 Progress Report.  It recognises the role of the Progress Report in stimulating the recent reforms on the judiciary, the police and inter-ethnic relations.  It is balanced on delicate issues such as the Constitutional Court ruling on use of minority community flags, the police operation in the Albanian village of Brodec and the revision of the electoral code.

The Resolution emphasises the importance of resolving the name issue in order to put relations with the EU on a stronger footing.  In its paragraph 39 it "notes the increased dynamics in the negotiations; calls on both sides [former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Greece] to seize the opportunity to immediately resume negotiations in light of the important progress made recently and to reach a compromise solution, so that the issue does not continue to represent an obstacle to the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia's membership of international organisations, as provided for in the Interim Accord of 1995, which is still in force;"
The Resolution welcomes the entry into force of the visa facilitation and readmission agreements with the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia; notes, however, that access to the EU countries still represents a big problem for citizens and underlines that the country must have access rules equivalent to those applying in respect of Croatia; supports, therefore, the launch by the European Commission on 20 February 2008 of a dialogue on visa liberalisation with the objective of establishing a road map leading ultimately to a visa-free regime, and calls on the Commission and the governments of the Member States to make every effort to bring about the prompt completion and implementation of the road map for full visa liberalisation without delay (paragraph 21).
The Resolution calls on the country to undertake the necessary reforms and the Commission to develop a set of benchmarks the attainment of which would lead to the opening of accession negotiations before the end of 2008 (paragraph 42).
The Resolution also calls on both the government and the Commission to speed up preparatory work so as to allow for decentralised implementation of the IPA programme of assistance (paragraph 43).
Finally, the Resolution calls on the country to ensure that the early elections in June will be free and fair (paragraph 38).
8.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

The Commission:
· Will use the key priorities of the Accession Partnership as benchmarks to assess the readiness of the country to undertake accession negotiations.  These will be assessed in the 2008 Progress Report;

· Encourages the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Greece to continue to engage constructively in the UN mediated talks to find a mutually acceptable solution to the name issue.  Good neighbourly relations remain essential;

· Is phasing out the European Agency for Reconstruction. The Commission Delegation will assume competence for financial cooperation.  The country's authorities are preparing for accreditation for the decentralised implementation system;

· Continues to monitor political developments closely, including the electoral process;
· As regards the visa facilitation and readmission agreements with the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, the agreement signed by the Council on 18 September 2007 entered into force on 1 January 2008;
· The visa liberalisation dialogue was officially launched by the Commission in February 2008. A roadmap for visa-free travel was presented to the country on 8 May, following consultation of the Council.  No target date has been set for its completion and progress depends on the results achieved by the country's authorities.  A possible decision concerning visa liberalisation is to be taken by the Member States.
-------------
PAGE  
2

