
CONSULTATION PROCEDURE REQUIRING A SINGLE READING

European Parliament legislative resolution on the draft Commission regulation (EC) amending Regulation (EC) No 1653/2004 on a Standard Financial Regulation for the executive agencies pursuant to Council Regulation (EC) No 58/2003 laying down the statute for executive agencies to be entrusted with certain tasks in the management of Community programmes
1.
Rapporteur: Ingeborg GRÄSSLE (EPP-ED/DE)

2.
EPreference number: A6-0068/2008 / P6_TA-PROV(2008)0111
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 10 April 2008 

4.
Subject: Standard Financial Regulation for the executive agencies pursuant to Council Regulation (EC) No 58/2003 laying down the statute for executive agencies to be entrusted with certain tasks in the management of Community programmes
5.
Inter-institutional reference number: 2007/0901(CNS)

6.
Legal basis: Article 15 of Council Regulation (EC) No 58/2003 
7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Budgets (BUDG)

8.
Commission’s position: The Commission can accept certain amendments adopted by Parliament.
The Commission can accept amendments 3, 8, 11, 12, 14, 17, 25, certain of which subject to a slight redrafting. Amendment 2 becomes obsolete since the 15 May will be set as deadline for discharge, in accordance with the opinion of the Council. Amendment 22 is accepted, but the first part of the amendment is taken into account through an amendment to Article 57 point a.

Partly accepted/accepted in principle

The first part of amendment 5 is accepted, whereas the obligation set out in the second part cannot be accepted since it would have to be laid down in the general Financial Regulation.

Amendment 9 is accepted as regards the publication of beneficiaries on the website and the accessibility for third parties and accepted in principle as regards access to information of Parliament, which shall have access upon request. Amendment 10 is accepted in principle but put into Article 22 since contract agents are not part of the establishment plan pursuant to Article 12 of Council Regulation No 58/2003. Amendment 13 is for the same reason only accepted as regards the publication of the establishment plan and amendment 15 is not accepted but the information requirement as regards the number of contractual staff is inserted in Articles 21 and 22 first paragraph. Amendment 16 is accepted as regards the amendment of the first paragraph, but cannot be accepted as regards the references to the Staff Regulations and the Conditions of Employment of Other Servants of the EC because the CEOS apply directly to agency staff and the reference would give the impression that only certain provisions of the CEOS apply. As regards amendment 18, the reference to a ‘declaration of assurance’ to be signed by the authorising officer is not accepted since such a declaration is not covered by the Article 60(7) of the general Financial Regulation, the text of which will be copied into Article 29(6). However, in practice the directors of the executive agencies are obliged to sign the same declaration as the Directors General of the Commission services. Amendment 21 is accepted in principle but the authorising officer should refer to opinions of the financial irregularities panel in the annual activity report and not in the report on budgetary and financial management. Amendment 24 is accepted in principle through a reference to experts in Article 20, subparagraph 3 but the list will not be attached to the Community bodies’ report on budgetary and financial management given that the information will be available online.

Not accepted

Amendment 1 cannot be accepted since the rules on discharge are established in Council Regulation No 58/2003 and given that the recital would not correspond to any article in the regulation. Amendment 4 cannot be accepted since it concerns a draft amendment to an article of the regulation which was withdrawn before the adoption of the opinion by Parliament. Amendment 6 cannot be accepted since the possibility to carry out, in duly justified cases, operations in the currencies of third countries is provided in the general Financial Regulation and because in certain cases, e.g. for the reimbursement of travel expenses, it may be necessary to make such payments. Amendment 7 cannot be accepted since the provision concerned corresponds to Article 28a (2) point c of the general Financial Regulation and is part of the definition of the budgetary principle of sound financial management. Amendment 19, by which the European Parliament requests to exclude that the accounting officer may be recruited directly as temporary agent by the agencies cannot be accepted. This possibility was introduced in the Standard Financial Regulation in 2005 with the agreement of Parliament and remains important for the executive agencies. Amendment 20 cannot be accepted since a declaration of assurance of the accounting officer is not covered by the general Financial Regulation. Amendment 23 cannot be accepted since the IT-based payment systems are already covered by Article 43(6) of the Framework Financial Regulation, which reproduces Article 61(1) point e of the general Financial Regulation.
9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: N/A.
10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: The adoption of the Regulation by the Commission is scheduled for June 2008.
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