
CONSULTATION PROCEDURE REQUIRING A SINGLE READING

European Parliament legislative resolution on the draft Commission regulation (EC, Euratom) amending Commission Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 2343/2002 on the framework Financial Regulation for the bodies referred to in Article 185 of Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 on the Financial Regulation applicable to the general budget of the European Communities
1.
Rapporteur: Ingeborg GRÄSSLE (EPP-ED/DE)

2.
EP reference number: A6-0069/2008 / P6_TA-PROV(2008)0112
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 10 April 2008

4.
Subject: Draft Commission regulation (EC, Euratom) amending Commission Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 2343/2002 on the framework Financial Regulation for the bodies referred to in Article 185 of Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 on the Financial Regulation applicable to the general budget of the European Communities
5.
Inter-institutional reference number: 2007/0151(CNS)

6.
Legal basis: Article 185(1) of Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 on the Financial Regulation applicable to the general budget of the European Communities
7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Budgets (BUDG)

8.
Commission’s position: The Commission can accept certain amendments adopted by Parliament.

The Commission can accept amendments 1, 5, 6, 7, 9, 11, 13, 14, 19, 27, 28, 30, certain subject to a slight redrafting. Amendment 10 is accepted but put into a new Article 27(3a).

Partly accepted/accepted in principle

The first part of amendment 3 is accepted, whereas the obligation set out in the second part cannot be accepted since it would have to be laid down in the general Financial Regulation. Amendment 4 only concerns the English version and needs to be addressed in a corrigendum. Amendment 8 is accepted as regards the publication of beneficiaries on the website and the accessibility for third parties and accepted in principle as regards access to information of the European Parliament, which shall have access upon request. Amendment 12 is accepted as regards the publication of the establishment plan but not as regards the estimate of the number of contractual staff. However, full transparency vis-à-vis the budgetary authority will be ensured through amendments to Articles 26 and 27 (5) of the framework Financial Regulation (in line with amendments 7 and 11). Amendment 17 is accepted as regards the references to opinions from the panel to be made by the director of the agency and that the panel should foresee one seat for a representative of Community bodies when the case concerns such a body. The amendment is not accepted as regards the obligation for agencies to refer cases to the Commission’s panel, which would go against the autonomy of the agencies. Amendment 20 is accepted in principle, but the Community body will only be obliged to indicate the number of debit notes and the global amount but not an exhaustive list, which could reach several hundreds of debit notes. Amendment 22 is accepted in principle through a reference to experts in Article 26(4) of the framework Financial Regulation but the list will not be attached to the Community body’s report on budgetary and financial management given that the information will be available online.

Not accepted

The Commission cannot accept amendment 2 since the framework Financial Regulation cannot extend the scope of Article 185 of the general Financial Regulation. Amendments 15 and 16 are not accepted since the ‘declaration of assurance’ to be signed by the authorising officer is not provided for in the general Financial Regulation. However, in practice most directors of Community bodies sign such declarations. Amendment 21 cannot be accepted since the IT-based payment systems are already covered by Article 43(6) of the framework Financial Regulation, which reproduces Article 61(1) point e of the general Financial Regulation. Amendment 23 cannot be accepted since obligations of the accounting officer of the Commission have to be laid down in the general Financial Regulation. Amendment 24 is not accepted since a declaration of assurance of the accounting officer is not covered by the general Financial Regulation. Amendments 25 and 26 cannot be accepted since the framework Financial Regulation cannot deviate from the basic acts establishing the Community bodies, which provide that the final accounts shall be approved by the director. Amendment 29 cannot be accepted since an obligation of the Commission to give an opinion concerning the functioning and the necessity of each Community body cannot be laid down in the framework Financial Regulation but would have to be inserted in the respective basic acts.
9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: N/A.
10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: The adoption of the Regulation by the Commission is scheduled for June 2008.
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