
CONSULTATION PROCEDURE REQUIRING A SINGLE READING

European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Council regulation concerning authorisations for fishing activities of Community fishing vessels outside Community waters and the access of third country vessels to Community waters
1.
Rapporteur: Philippe MORILLON (ALDE/FR)
2.
EP reference number: A6-0072/2008 / P6_TA-PROV(2008)0118
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 10 April 2008

4.
Subject: Fishing activities of Community and third country fishing vessels
5.
Inter-institutional reference number: 2007/0114(CNS)

6.
Legal basis: Article 37 of the EC Treaty

7.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Fisheries (PECH)

8.
Commission’s position: The Commission can accept some of the amendments adopted by Parliament.

Amendment 1 – Accepted

The Commission can accept this amendment, which has already been incorporated in the first Presidency compromise text, as the scope of the proposal does not cover overseas countries and territories (OCTs).
Amendment 2 – Rejected

The Commission cannot accept this amendment because:

· The list of serious infringements is already set out in existing legislation, and the definition should not be changed.

· This discussion concerns the eligibility criteria set out in article 7 and whether a vessel can be subjected to a penalty twice for the same infringement.
Amendment 3 - Accepted

Amendment 4 – Rejected

The Commission cannot accept this amendment, as there is one provision, which is why it is not in the plural.

Amendment 5 – Accepted

The Commission can accept this amendment, which has already been incorporated in the first Presidency compromise text, as the proposal should include all waters – not only those exclusively subject to an agreement.

Amendment 6 – Rejected

The Commission cannot accept this amendment because:

· The proposed amendment is the normal procedure prior to negotiations, i.e. asking Member States for expressions of interest. However, this is not a manual for conducting negotiations with third countries, so there should be no need to clarify internal procedures not related to the issuing of licences.

Amendment 7 – Partly accepted

The Commission can partly accept this amendment, which has already been incorporated in the first Presidency compromise text, by deleting the entire section a).

Amendment 8 – Partly accepted

The Commission can partly accept this amendment, as the sentence with some alterations has been incorporated in the Presidency compromise text. The same wording has been introduced for third country fishing vessels in Community waters in Article 27.
Amendment 9 – Partly accepted

The Commission can partly accept this amendment, as the point in the first Presidency compromise text has been transformed – like the rest of the eligibility criteria into a positive list rather than a negative list, reading:

"for which the data contained in the Community fleet register and the Community fishing authorisation information system within the meaning of Article 16 is incomplete and or inaccurate;"
Amendment 10 – Partly accepted

The Commission can partly accept this amendment. However, the opportunity for Member States to submit their observations will be provided for in Article 9.2 in the second Presidency compromise text. This amended text should cater for the proposed amendment of the report.

Amendment 11 – Partly accepted

The Commission can partly accept this amendment, which has already been incorporated in the first Presidency compromise text, by referring to article 6.2 which makes a reference to the requirements set out under the agreements.

Amendment 12 – Rejected

The Commission cannot accept this amendment.
The article has been deleted as part of the Presidency compromise. The reason for the deletion is based on the opinion from the Council Legal Service saying that the Commission has no legal basis to penalize Member States as proposed in the article.

Amendment 13 – Partly accepted

The Commission can partly accept this amendment. On this basis the second Presidency compromise text contains transitional reporting requirements in line with Commission Regulation 1566/2007 implementing Council Regulation 1966/2006 on electronic reporting.

Amendment 14 – Rejected

The Commission cannot accept this amendment, as prohibition of fisheries implicitly entails that authorisations are no longer valid.

Amendment 15 – Rejected

The Commission cannot accept this amendment as all fishing activities in mixed fisheries must be considered as affecting the species concerned.

Amendment 16 – Accepted

The Commission can accept this amendment, which has already been incorporated in the first Presidency compromise text and furthermore specifies that RFMOs are included.

Amendment 17 – Rejected

The Commission cannot accept this amendment, as all evidence is handled in accordance with relevant national legislation, given that there is no international legislation on how to approach this.

Amendment 18 – Rejected

The Commission cannot accept this amendment, as the text proposed by the Commission clarifies the intent sufficiently. 

Amendment 19 – Rejected

The Commission cannot accept this amendment, as the text proposed by the Commission clarifies the intent sufficiently.

9.
Outlook for amendment of the proposal: The amendments from the report accepted or partly accepted by the Commission are/will be integrated into the final Presidency compromise.

10.
Outlook for the adoption of the proposal: It is expected that political agreement will be reached on the proposal at the June 2008 Council.
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