European Parliament resolution on Missing Persons in Cyprus - Follow-up to the EP resolution of 15 March 2007
1.
Rapporteur: Ewa KLAMT (PPE-DE/DE)
2.
EP reference number: A6-0139/2008 / P6_TA-PROV(2008)0292

3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 18 June 2008
4.
Subject: Missing persons in Cyprus – Follow-up

5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs (LIBE)

6.
Background of the resolution: Follow-up to the European Parliament resolution of 15 March 2007.

7.
Analysis of the text and of Parliament's requests:
The resolution applauds the progress the Committee on Missing Persons (CMP) in Cyprus has made since 2004 with the exhumation and identification of remains and also the CMP's determination to move forward with a view to achieving results. The resolution reminds that this can only be achieved if the CMP's capacity is increased, particularly in the field. In addition it calls for several actions which partly relate to the Commission.
8.
Reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:
Current or planned actions of the Commission address specifically the Parliament's fourth request. The position regarding this request can be summarized as follows:

1. The Commission very much appreciates the strong interest of the European Parliament in the issue of Missing Persons in Cyprus and welcomes the resolution based on a report of Ms Ewa Klamt as the rapporteur for the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs. The resolution asks for further support for the Committee on Missing Persons working under the auspices of the United Nations in Cyprus. The Commission fully shares this call for support and would like to underline the importance of the work of the CMP in Cyprus.

2. The Committee on Missing Persons is addressing one of the most painful legacies of the Cyprus conflict. Numerous families across the island have been suffering for many years without knowing the fate of their loved ones. The work of the Committee reached an important milestone last summer, when the process of returning the remains of those went missing to their families started. The Commission strongly commends the work of ordinary Turkish Cypriots and Greek Cypriots working together side by side in all those years under the aegis of the Committee on Missing Persons to try to help these families.

3. The Commission's hope is that an enhanced contribution from the European Union to this worthwhile cause will enable the process to continue with many more families able to come to terms with their loss. The existing €1.5 million funding of the European Union comes from the aid programme for the Turkish Cypriot community which the Commission has been implementing since 2006. Despite additional support from the international community, including individual contributions from some EU Member States, this funding would be sufficient only until the end of 2008 and in order to continue the CMP is indeed in need of additional fresh financial resources.

4. The Commission fully supports the call for additional fresh money to support the CMP to be included in the 2009 budget. The Commission stands ready to swiftly implement any additional funding for this cause.
5. The success of the Committee on Missing Persons shows the determination of both communities to work together to overcome the past. The Commission has no doubt that this helps the ongoing process of reaching a political settlement and the reunification of the island.
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