European Parliament resolution on an integrated maritime policy for the European Union
1.
Rapporteur: Willi PIECYK (PSE/DE)
2.
EP reference number: A6-0163/2008 / P6-TA-PROV(2008)0213
3.
Date of adoption of the resolution: 20 May 2008
4.
Subject: An integrated maritime policy for the European Union
5.
Competent Parliamentary Committee: Committee on Fisheries (PECHE)
6.
Background of the resolution:

The resolution welcomes the adoption by the Commission of the Communication on an Integrated maritime policy for the European Union (COM(2007) 575 final and accompanying staff working document SEC(2007) 1278) and welcomes the fact that the Commission has taken over a fair proportion of the requests made by Parliament in its resolution of 12 July 2007.
7.
Analysis of the text and of Parliament’s requests, reply to these requests and outlook regarding the action that the Commission has taken or intends to take:

The Commission agrees with most points of the European Parliament resolution.  The resolution does reiterate points of particular interest for the Parliament.

The Commission would like to make the following points: 

· Regarding the overall view that the action plan includes too few practical measures, the Commission agrees that it must continue to be ambitious and to take all measures possible in order to achieve concrete and practical results which contribute to the implementation of maritime policy. The major focus will remain the establishment of a framework with the necessary tools to ensure that the integrated maritime policy can continue to develop and take root in the years to come.

The area of Spatial Planning is one such tool which will assist in ensuring co-ordinated and integrated actions.  The Commission will propose, before the end of 2008 a roadmap outlining options to foster the use of maritime spatial planning within Member States. This will give guidance to Member States, and clarify the concept of spatial planning and also set out ideas of how to take spatial planning forward at EU level.

The Commission will develop prototypes of a "European Marine Observation and Data Network" (Emodnet) which aims to define the appropriate technology and approximate costs of a final operational system as well as provide components which will in themselves be useful to the marine science community and the private sector.
In the area of Surveillance, the Commission will launch a communication presenting a detailed work plan towards the integration of European maritime surveillance systems early 2009.
In the field of Governance, the Commission is in the process of adopting guidelines to assist Member States and the regions to take up the integrated approach, which is at the heart of the new maritime policy, so that this approach may be introduced into their decision-making process and frameworks of maritime management and governance.
· Regarding the climate change the Commission agrees that a future maritime policy must pay particular attention to climate change. It will address the issue in a way which will attempt to make the EU a world leader in innovative and sustainable maritime policy. In this context the Commission will propose a Strategy for Adaptation to Climate Change during the course of 2008.  A Communication on the Arctic will also be ready by end of 2008.

· Regarding the environmental issues, the Commission broadly welcomes the calls made by Parliament, and is committed to ensuring that the environmental dimension is clearly reflected in further developments. As stated in the preceding paragraph, the Commission agrees that maritime policy must pay particular attention to climate change and will propose a Community strategy for disaster prevention and the development of a Strategy for adaptation to Climate Change that will also cover the impact on coastal regions, during the course of 2008.  A Communication on the Arctic will be ready by the end of 2008.
· Regarding the maritime transport, the Commission welcomes the recognition by the European Parliament of the importance of maritime transport to the European economy and Parliament's support on a common maritime transport area, motorways of the sea and short sea shipping; all projects which the Commission is pushing forward. Indeed whereas maritime transport presents one of the least environmentally damaging modes of transport, it is clear that efforts will be needed to balance environmental concerns.

· Regarding the research, the Commission is preparing an European Marine/Maritime Research Strategy which will be a cornerstone of maritime policy, and will be ready mid 2008. This will be supported by FP7, but will also serve towards the development of the European Research Area as a long term perspective.

· Regarding the social aspects, the Commission welcomes these requests and shares the concern of the European Parliament regarding the scarcity of experts and well-trained professionals. The Commission feels that its Communication on re-assessing the social regulatory framework for seafaring jobs in the EU adopted in October 2007 will greatly contribute towards this.
· Regarding the fisheries, a Communication on the ecosystem approach was adopted in April 2008. Furthermore, 2 regulation proposals concerning discards will be ready by the end of 2008.

· Regarding the energy, the Commission supports this and will adopt an Action plan on offshore wind energy development in 2008. Even though this will focus on wind energy, reference to other technologies, such as wave power, tidal energy and ocean current technology can be made where relevant. Innovation is vital for the competitiveness of European industry, for employment and for reconciling economic activities with sustainability and environmental aspects.
· Regarding the regional aspects, the Commission agrees with the importance of the regions for further development of maritime policy, and the importance of the benefits that both the regions and maritime policy can gain from each other.  The Commission has in fact reorganised its DG dealing with Fisheries and Maritime Affairs into DG MARE, the Directorate General for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries.  The newly organised Directorate General now has a regional focus with Directorates catering to: the Baltic Sea, North Sea and landlocked countries; the Atlantic, outermost regions and Arctic and; the Mediterranean and Black seas. The new regional approach to policy implementation will allow the Commission to address all the issues pertaining to each of Europe’s main maritime regions in a consistent manner.
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