European Parliament resolution on Mid-term review of industrial policy: A contribution to the EU's Growth and Jobs strategy
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6.
Brief analysis / assessment of the resolution and requests made in it:
The resolution confirms that the main role of EU industrial policy is to put in place the right framework conditions for enterprise development, industrial investment, innovation and job creation, paying particular attention to the needs of small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs).

It confirms that the “integrated” approach based on horizontal and sector-specific actions is the right way forward, and explicitly welcomes each of the new initiatives put forward in the Communication, namely:

The horizontal actions:
· Clusters initiative

· Lead market initiative

· Standards Action Programme

· Action Plan for Sustainable industrial policy

· Industry and services

And, the new sectoral initiatives:

· Food industry

· Electra (electrical engineering)

It also welcomes the “partnership groupings” established by the Commission, such as CARS 21 and the High Level Group on Textiles, and believes that these groupings are important fora for strengthening EU industrial policy.
The resolution calls on the Commission to step up its efforts to eliminate unnecessary administrative barriers that make access to the internal market difficult, to simplify and to improve the regulatory environment and to reduce the administrative burden on enterprises.

The resolution strongly supports the forthcoming initiative for a 'Small Business Act' at European level and believes that it should take the form of a legislative proposal and include new, concrete initiatives to reduce, through exemptions, the regulatory burden on SMEs, to facilitate their access to the internal market and to public procurement procedures and to ensure that they have adequate access to sources of finance and to research infrastructure.

The resolution points out that the EU's environmental goals should not be seen as a threat to industry, but as an opportunity to gain a first mover advantage and make industry in the EU a world leader in environmentally friendly and socially acceptable technologies, products and services. It stresses, however, that the application of new technologies should be accompanied by measures to safeguard the international competitiveness of European enterprises.

7.
Response to requests and overview of action taken, or intended to be taken, by the Commission:
The Commission will continue with the implementation of the horizontal and sectoral policy initiatives described in the Communication.

In particular, the Commission has put forward an action plan to reduce administrative barriers in 13 priority areas and will implement a second package of 'fast track' measures for removing administrative barriers.

The Commission will also present an action plan on sustainable consumption and production and a sustainable industrial policy.

The Commission will intensify its efforts in the field of intellectual property rights and the fight against counterfeiting, and market monitoring of the supply chain of industrial and consumer goods, including downstream distributors and retailers, so as to ensure that competitive conditions exist at all stages of the supply chain.
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